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BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 



AUGUST 10, 1876. 



The following resolution was adopted ; 

Resohed, That one thousand copies of the a«t, eliapter 
335, I^awB of 1873, cominonly called the Charter, with the 
acts amendatory thereof, be printed in document form, 
for the use of the Mayor, membere of the Common Coun- 
cil, and other city officials, under the direction of the 
Clerk. 

FRANCIS J. TWOTVIEY, 

Clerk. 
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Chapter 335. 

An Act to reorganize tlie local goverament of the 
city of New York, 

Passed April 30, 1878; three-flfllis being present. 

T}i,e People of the State of New York, represented in 
Senais <md Assembly, do eriact as follows : 

AKTIOLE I. 
The Corporate Poivers. 

Section 1. The corporation now existing and known corpoiau 
by the name of " The Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty 
of the city of !New York" shall continue to be a body 
politic and corporate, in fact and in name, by the same 
name, and have perpetual succession, with all the 
grants, powers, and privileges heretofore held by the 
mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the city of New 
York, and not modified or repealed by the provisions of 
tills act. 

ARTICLE II. 
Of Legislative Powers. 

Sec. 2. The legislative power of the said corporation Legteiativ 
shall continue to be vested in a board of aldermen and a 
board of assistant aldermen, who together shall form the 
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1 councii of the city of New York. The board of 
assistant aldermen ia hereby abohshed from and after the 
first day of January, eighteen hundred and seventy-five ; 
and from and after that date the board of aldermen ie 
hereby declared to be the common council, and shall solely 
posses the powers and perform all the duties by law 
conferred or imposed upon the board of aldermen, and 
board of assistant aldermen, the common couacd, or any 
one or more of them. 

Sec. 3. Such aldermeu shall be elected as hereinafter 
provided. 

Sec. 4. [As amended by see. 1, oho/p. 515, lams 
of 18Y4.] The board of aldermen now in office shall 
hold office until tlie first Monday in January, in the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-five, the same 
being the term for which they were elected. There 
shall be twenty-two aldermen elected at the general 
state election which shall ocem' in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-four, three of whom shall be 
elected in each senate district, except the eighth 
senate district, and shall be residents of the district in 
which they are elected, but no voter shall vote for 
n more than two of said aldermen. In the territory 

comprised within the eighth senate district, and the 
twenty-third and twenty-fourth wards, there shall 
be elected four aldermen, and the aldermen to be 
elected in said district may reside either in said 
eighth senate district or in the twenty-third and 
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twenty-fourth wards, but no voter ahaU vote for more 
than three of the said aldermen. There shall also Aiaon 
be elected six aldermen at large to be voted for on 
a separate ballot, but no voter shall vote for more 
than four of the said aldermen at large, and the voters 
of the twenty-third and twenty-fourth wards of said 
city are hereby authorized and empowered to vote for 
aldermen at large. The naembers of the boaixl of 
aldermen shall hold office for the space of one year^ 
and shall take office on the first Monday in January, 
next succeeding their election, at noon. Annually Anna 
thereafter, at the general state election, there shaU be 
elected a fnU board of aldermen as hereinbefore pro- 
vided. Any vacancy now existing or which may ^^^^ 
hereafter occur in either'^ the lioa/rd of aldermen by 
reason of the death or resignation, or of any other 
cause, of a member of either of said boards, shall be 
filled by election by the board in which such vacancy 
exists or shall arise, by a vote of a majority of aU the 
members elected to said board; and the person so 
elected to fill any such vacancy shall serve until the 
first day of January, at noon, next succeeding the first 
general election occurring not less than thirty days 
after the happening of such vacancy, but not beyond 
the expiration of the term in which the vacancy shall 
occur ; and at such election a person shall be elected 
to serve the remainder, if any, of sneh unexpired 
term. From and after the termination of the term of 
* So in tlie original. 
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office of the board of assistant aldei-men, as herein 
proTided, the board of aldermen alone shall constitute 
the common eoimeil and shall exercise the entire 
legislative powers of the said city.* 

I. Sec. 5. The boards shall meet in separate chambers, and 

a majority of each shall constitute a quorum ; but the 
comptroller, the commissioner of public works, the 
corporation counsel, and the president of each department 
shall be entitled to seats in each board, and to notice of 
its meetings, and shall have the right to participate in 
the discussions of each board, but in nowise shaB be 
considered as members of either board, and shall not have 
the right to vote in either board. 

Sec. 6. Each board shall — 

, hem 1. Choose a president from its own members by a call of 
the names of the members of the board, upon which call 
each member shall announce his choice, and when once 
chosen he can be removed before the expiration of his term 
as alderman or assistant alderman only, by a vote, taken 
by a call of ayes or no^, of four-fifths of all the i 
of the board of which he shall have been chosen p 



2. Appoint a clerk and other officers ; 

3. Determine the rules of its own proceedings; 

4. Be the judge of the election returns and qualifications 

*See Appendix, A, B, and C. 
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of its own members, subject, however, to the review of any 
court of competent jurisdiction ; 

5. Keep a journal of its proceedings ; 

6. Sit with open doors ; 

T. Have the authority to compel the attendance of absent 
members, and to punish its members for disorderly 
behavior, and to expel any member, with the concurrence 
of two-thirds of the members elected to the board. 

But no alderman or assistant alderman shall sit or act ae Aidermea 

denied jndl- 

a magistrate in any judicial matter or proceeding. This "'^i powmb. 
section, however, shall not be construed to require or 
authorize a reorganization of the existing board of 
aldermen, or board of assistant aldermen. 

Sec. 7. [As am^nde'i iy seo. 2, cha^. 1?>1, lams of 
1873.] Every member expelled from either board 
shall thereby forfeit all his rights and powers as 
^derman or assistant alderman.* 

Seo. 8. [As amimded h/ sec. 3, chap. 1h1, laws of 
1873.] The stated and occasional meetings of ea«h M«dng8. 
board shall be regulated by its own resolutions and 
rules, and both boards may meet at the same time or 
on different dap, as they may severally deem 
expedient. 

Sec. 9. Every legislative act of the common council Aiiactsto 
shall be by resolution or ordinance ; and every ordinance ^3 Mayw. 

"See Appendix, D. 
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or resolution shall, before it shall take effect, be presented, 
duly certified, to tlie mayor for his approval. 

Sec. 10, [As amended by seo: 4, cha^. 151, Imos of 
1873.] The mayor ahaU return such ordinance or 
resolution to the board in which it originated within 
ten days after receiving it, or at the next meeting of 
such board after the expiration of said ten days. 
Veto. Sec. 11. If he approve it, he shall sign it. If he dis- 

approve it, he shall specify his objections thereto in 
writing. If he do not return it with such disapproval 
within the time above specified, it shall take effect as if 
he had approved it. 

Veto to be Sec. 13, Such obiectious of the mayor shall be entered 
entered in _ '' .... 

ioBTmi. at large on the journal of the board in which said ordi- 
nance or resolution originated. 

Proceedings Sec. 13. The board to which such ordinance or resolu- 
™to. tion shall have been returned, with objections, shall, after 

ten days and within fifteen days after such ordinance or 
resolution shall have been so returned, proceed to recon- 
sider and vote upon the same ; and if the same shall, on 
reconsideration, be again passed by both boards by the 
votes of at least two-thirds of aU the members elected to 
each board, but in no, ease by a less vote than was neces. 
sary on its first passage, it shall take effect. But if the 
ordinance or resolution shall fail to receive, upon the first 
vote thereon, such number of affirmative votes, it shah be 
votw, how deemed finally lost. In all cases the vote shall be taken 
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by ayes and noes, and the names of the persons voting for 
or against its passage, on such reconsideration, shall be 
entered in the journal of eauh board. In case an ordinance 
or resolntion shall embrace more than one distinct snhjeefc, 
the mayor may approve the provisions relating to one or 
more sabjeets and disapprove the others. In such case, 
those which he shall approve shall become effective, and 
those which he shall not approve shall be reconsidered by 
the board, and shall only become efEeetive if again passed 
as above provided. 

Sec. 14. Any ordinance or resolution may originate in orainaaoe 
either board, and when it shall have passed one board, naKiotat* 
may be rejected or amended in the other ; but no ordi- 
nance or resolution shall be passed except by a vote of the 
majority of all the members elected to the board, and no 
ordinance or resolution shall be valid imless it shall 
receive the assent of both boards vritliin the term fixed by 
law to such boards. In case any ordinance or resolution 
involves the expenditure of money or the laying of an 
assessment, the lease of real estate or franchises, the votes 
of three-fourths of all the members elected to each board 
shall become necessary to its passage. No money shall be EnDraditii 
expended for any celebration, procession, funeral ceremony, 
reception or entertainment of any kind, or on any occasion, 
unless by tlie votes of four-fifths of all the members elected 
to each board. No additional allowance beyond the legal 
claim which shall exist under any contract with the corpora- 
tion, or with any department or officer thereof, or for any 
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a on its account or in its employment, siiall ever be 
passed by the common council, except by the unanimous 
vote thereof ; but, in all cases, the proyisions of any such 
contract shall determine the amount of any claim there- 
under or in connection therewith, against the said cor- 
poration, or the value of any Buch services. 

Seo. 15. lAs amended hy sec. 5, cha^. 157, Imvs of 
1 18T3.] The clerk of the board of aldermen shall, by 

virtue of bis office, be clerk of the common council 
and of the board of supervisors, and shall perform all 
the duties heretofore performed by the clerk of the 
common council, except such as shall be assigned to 
the clerk of the board of assistant aldermen, without 
additional compensation to that paid him as clerk of 
the board of aldermen. It shall be his duty to keep 
open for inspection, at all reasonable times, the 
records and minutes of the proceedings of said 
boards. He shall keep the seal of the city, and his 
signature shall be necessary to all leases, grants and 
other documents, as voider existing laws. The clerk 
of each board shall, subject to the rules of the board, 
appoint and remove at pleasure deputy clerks in his 
department and fix their salaries. The deputy clerks 
and other officers of the board of aldermen shall be 
officers of the hoard of supervisors, which shall have 
no sejjarate officers or subordinates, and such clerks 
and officers shall receive no additional compensation 
for daties performed for the supervisors. The aggre- 
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^ate amount of salaries paid to the clerks and officers pb'mim. 
of the board of aldennen, including the salary of the 
clerk, shall not exceed twenty-five thousand dollai-a 
in any one year, and the aggi-egate amount of salaries 
paid to the clerks and officers of the board of assist- 
ant aldermen, including the salary of the clerk, shall 
not exceed fifteen thousand dollars in any one year. 

8eo. 16. Immediately after the adiotimmeiit of each to prepare 

■' _ ■' snapnDllBh 

meeting of either board, it shall be the duty of the clerk of ^^^"^ 
such board to prepare a brief abstract, omitting all technical 
and formal details, of all resolutions and ordinances intro- 
duced or passed, and of all recommendations of committees, 
and of all final proceedings, as well as foil copies of all 
messages from the mayor, and all reports of departments 
or oflicers. He shall at once transmit the same to the 
person appointed to supervise the publication of the City 
Record. 3^o resolution or ordinance providing for or Reaointion» 
contemplating the alienation or appropriation or leasing pubiistea, 
any property of the city, terminating the lease of any 
property or franchise, or the making of any spedfie im- 
provement, or the appropriation or expenditure of public 
moneys, or authorizing the incurring of any expense or 
the taxing or assessing of property in the city, shall be 
passed or adopted by either board until at least five days 
after such abstract of its provisions shall have been 
published. No such ordinance or resolution shaU be 
approved by the mayor until three days after such abstract 
shall have been so published after its passage ; but if an 
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abstract of any resolution or ordinance shall have been 
once publisted after it& introduction, it shall not there- 
after be necessary to publish the same again, but only to 
refer to the date and page of the former in the City 
Eecord, and to state the amendments, if any, made thereto. 
In all eases the yeas and nays upon the final passage of 
the resolution or ordinance shall be published. The 
oityEicord comptroller shall cause a continuous series of the City 
M^S*^ Keeord to be bound as completed c[uarterly, and to be 
deposited, with his certificate thereon, in the ofiice of the 
register of deeds in the city and county of New York, in 
Otmnty the county clerk's office and in the office of the clerk of the 
offlm. conunon council, and copies of the contents of any part of 

the same, certified by such register, county clerk, or clerk 
of the common council, shall be received in judicial pro- 
ceedings as prima facie evidence of the truth of the con- 
tents thereof. 

Poflreraoi Sec. 17. The comHion council shall have power to 
couiicii. make, continue, modify, and repeal such ordinances, 
regulations and resolutions as may be necessary to carry 
into effect any and all of the powers now vested in or by 
this act conferred upon the corporation, and shall have the 
power to enforce obedience to such ordinances and ob- 
servance thereof, by ordaining penalties for each and 
every violation thereof, in such sums as it may deem 
expedient, not exceeding one hundred dollars ; and shall 
have power to make such ordinances, not inconsistent 
with law and the constitution of this state, and with such 
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penaltieBj in the matter, and for the ptirpt^es following, in 
addition to other powers elsewhere specially granted, 
namely : 

1. To regulate traffic and sales in the streets, highways, powma 
roads and pnhlic places. 

2. To regulate the use of the streets, highways, roads use of 
and puhlie places by foot passengers, animals, vehicles, 
ears and locomotives. 

2.* To regulate the use of sidewalks, and prevent theuseot 
extension of building fronts and house fronts within the 
stoop lines. 

4. To prevent encroa^jhments upon and obstructions to obBtmo- 
the streets, highways, roade and public places, not includ- 
ing parks, and to authoriae and require the commissioners 

of public works to remove the same, but they shall have 
no power to authorize the placing or continuing of any 
encroachment or obstruction upon any street or sidewalk, 
except the temporary occupation thereof, during the 
erection or repair of a building on a lot opposite the 
same. 

5. To regulate the opening of street surfaces, the lay- onening 
ing of gas and water mains, the building and repairing of 
sewers, and the erecting of gas-lights. 

6. To regulate the mnnbering of the houses and lots in m numbe 
the streets and avenues, and the naming of the streets. 
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avenues and public places ; but it sTiall not be lawful for 
the said board to number or renumber any houses, in any 
street, avenue, alley, lane, road, way or public place, or to 
in anywise change or alter any such numbering or the 
name of any street, avenue or public place, save between 
the first day of December of any year and the first day of 
May next ensuing. 

7. To regulate and prevent the throwing or depositing 
of ashes, offal, dirt or garbage in the streets. 

■8. To regulate the cleaning of the streets, avenues, 
sidewalks and gutters, and removing ice and snow from 
them, 

9. To regulate the use of the streets and sidewalks for 
signs, sign-posts, awnings, awning-po^ta, horse-troughs, 
urinals, telegraph-posts and other purposes. 



10. [As afnended l>y sec. 6, cJiap. 757, Ijmbs of 
1873.] To provide for and regulate street pave- 
ments, crosswalks, cm'bstones, gutterstones, sidewalks, 
and the grade of streets, and to provide for regulat- 
ing, grading, flagging, curbing, guttering and lighting 
streets, roads, places and avenues. 

11. To regulate public cries, advertising noises, steam 
"" whistles, and ringing belle in the streets, and to control 
and limit traflc in the streets, avenues and public places. 

13. In relation to street beggars, vagrants and mendi- 
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13. In relation to the use of guns, pistols, firearms, 
firecrackers, fireworks, and detonating works of all de- 
scriptions within the city. 

14. In relation to intoxication, fighting and quarreling 
in the streets, 

15. In relation to places of piililic amusement, 

16. In relation to exhibiting bannei-s, placards or fiags 
in or across the streets or from houses or other buildings. 

IT. In relation to the exhibition of advertisements or 
handbills along the streets, avenues and public places. 

18. In relation to the construction, repairs and use of 
vaults, cisterns, areas, hydrants pumps and sewers. 

19. In relation to partition fences and walls. 

20. In relation to the construction, repair, care and use 
of markets. 

21. In relation to the licensing and business of public wk 
cartmen, truckmen, hackmen, cabmen, expressmen, car- 
drivers, boatmen, pawnbrokers, junk dealers, hawkers, 
peddlers and venders, and all licenses shall be according 

to an established form and regularly numbered, and be 
duly registered in the office of the mayor. 

22. In relation to the inspection and sealing of weights 
and measures, and enforcing tlie keeping and use of 
proper weights and measures by venders. 

23. In relation to the inspection, weighing and measur- 
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ing ol' iire-wooct, coal, hay and straw, and the cartage of 
the same. 

24. In relation to the mode and manner of suing for, 
collecting and keeping accounts of the city and county, 
and disposing of the penalties provided for a violation of 
all ordinances. 

25. In relation to the erection and repair of puhhc 
fountains for the use of man and ^imals, at convenient 
points along tlie streets and avenues and public places. 

26. By resolution to require the commissioner of puhHc 
works to do any work or take any action proper for carry- 
ing into effect the powers of the common council. The 
ordinances of the common council shall, as far as prac- 
ticable, be reduced to a code, and be published as such in 
the CityKecord. 

Skc. 18. The common council shall have no power to 
impose taxes or assessments, or borrow money, or contract 
debts, or loan the credit of the city, or take or make a 
lease of any real estate or fi'anchise, save at a reasonable 
rent and for a period not exceeding iive years, unless 
specially authorized so to do by act of the legislature. 

ARTICLE III. 
Of tlie Executive Power. 

Sec. 19, The executive power of the corporation shall 
be vested in the mayor and the ofhcers of the d 
herein created. 
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Sec. 30, [As amended hy sec. 7, chap. 757, laws tj/'atacntiv. 
1873.] The mayor in office on April twenty-ninth, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-three, shall hold office 
lintil the fiist day of January, in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-flve. The mayor shall be the uayat. 
chief execTitiTe officer of the corporation; eliall be 
elected at a general election, and hold his office for 
the term of two years, commencing on the first day 
of January next after his election. The first election 
for mayor under this act shall be at the general 
election in November, in the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-four. 

Sec. 21. Whenever the mayor shall be under suspen- p««iaent 
Bion, or there shall be a vacancy in the office of mayor, ™ij"_ 
or whenever, by reason of sickness or absence from the 
city, he shall be prevented from attending to the dnties 
of his office, the president of the board of aldermen shall 
act as mayor, and possess all the rights and powers of 
mayor during such suspension, disability or absence. In 
ease of a vacancy he shall so act until the first Monday of 
January succeeding the next general election, and at the 
general election next to be held, at which a mayor can be 
chosen, but not within ten days after the occurrence of 
any such vacancy, a mayor shall be chosen for the imex- 
pired term for which such officer was chosen, and no 
special election shall be held to fill such vacancy. It AoUng 
shall not be lawful for the president of the board of exoroisfi a. 
aldermen when acting as mayor, in consequence of the 
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It; 

sicknees or abeence from the city of the person elected, 
to exercise any power of appointment to or removal from 
office, unle^ such sickness or absence of the mayor shall 
have continued ten days, nor to sign, approve, or disap- 
prove any ordinance or resolution, unless such sickness or 
absence shall have continued the same period. 

Sec. 22. In ease of a vacancy in the office of mayor, 
the aldermen may elect a temporary chairman to preside 
over their meetings, who shall posses, ' during such 
vacancy, the powers and perform the duti^ of liie presi- 
dent of the board. 

Sec. 23. It shall be the duty of the mayor : 
1, To communicate to the common council, at least 
once a year, a general statement of the finances, govern- 
ment and improvements of the city. 

3. To recommend to the eoraraon eouneil all such 
measiires as he shall deem expedient. 

S. To keep himself informed of the doings of the 
several departments. 

4. To be vigilant and active in causing the ordinances 
of the city and laws of the state to be executed and 
enforced, and for that purpose he may call together for 
consultation and co-operation all heads of departments. 

5. And generally to perform all sueh duties as may be 
prescribed for him by the city ordinances and the laws of 
the state. 
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Sec. 24. The mayor may appoint such clerks and aubor- Mbji 
B he may require to aid him in the discharge of *'''''' 
>ffleial duties, and shall render to the board of aider- 
., every three monthe, an account of the expenses and 
s of his office, and therein shall state, in detail, the 
amounts paid and agreed to be paid by him for salaries to 
such clerks and subordinates respectively, and the general 
nature of their duties, which shall be published in the 
City Kecord. The aggregate expenses incurred by him 
for such purposes shall not exceed, in any one year, the 
sum of twenty thousand dollars. 

Sec. 25. The mayor shall nominate, and, by and with uaj. 
the consent of the hoard of aldermen, appoint the heads of ^^ 
departments and all eommisaioners (save commissioners of 
public instruction, and also save and except the follovring 
named commissioners and officers who held office as such 
on the first day of Janiiary, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-three, that is to say, the comp- 
troller, the commissioner of public works, the counsel to 
the corporation, the president of the department of public 
parka, and the president of the department of police, 
which said comptroller, commissioners and counsel to the 
corporation shall hold their respective offices, as such 
comptroller, commissioners and counsel to the corporation 
aforesaid, until the expiration of their respective terms of 
office for which they were appointed, unless removed for 
cause as herein provided), and the said mayor shall in 
like manner appoint all members of any board or com- 
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mission authorized to superintend the erection or repair of 
any building belonging to or to be paid for by the city, 
whether named in any law or appointed by any local 
authority, and also members of any other local board and 
all other officers not elected by the people,* including the 
commissioner of jurors, whose appointment is not in this 
act excepted or otherwise provided for. Every head of 
department and pereon in this section named, except as 
herein otherwise provided, shall hold his office for the 
term of six years, and in each case until a person is duly 
appointed in liis place. The terms of office of all such 
heads of departments and persons other than those first 
appointed shall -commence on the first day of May, but 
the heads of departments, consisting of boards of com- 
missioners first appointed after the passage of this act, 
shall, except as herein otherwise expressly provided, be 
appointed, for two, four and six years respectively, and 
except tliat the commissioners of police first appointed as 
aforesaid shall hold their offices for one, two, three and 
five years respectively. The persons first appointed shall 
take office on the expiration of the terms of office of the 
present incujnbents, as hereinafter provided, and shall 
hold their offices until the first day of May in the year in 
which it is herein provided that their respective terms 
shall expire. A.11 nominations to any office or offices 
which, by this act, the mayor is authorized or empowered 
to nominate a person or pei'sons to in place of any present 
incumbent or incumbents, shall be made to the board of 
• See Appendix, D. 
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aldermen within twenty days after the passage of this act, 
and any sneh nomination or nominations to fill any 
vacancy which shall hereafter occur by reason of the 
expiration of the term of office of any officer, or from 
any other cause, and wliieh shall not be created by any- 
thing in this act, providing for the termination of the 
term of office of any officer or person now in office, sliall 
be made to the board of aldermen, within ten days from 
the day of the date of any such vacancy, and any per- 
son who shall he appointed to fill any such vacancy shall 
hold his ofiiee for the unexpired term of his predecessor. 
The mayor may be removed from office by the governor mwot, uc™- 
in the same manner as sheriffs, except that the governor 
may direct the inquiry provided by law to he conducted 
by the attorney-general; and after charges have been 
received by the governor he may, pending the investiga- 
tion, suspend the mayor for a period not exceeding thirty 
days. The heads of all departments, including those hosUs oi as- 
retained as above, and all other persons whose appoint- J^"^^^ 
ment is in this section provided for, may be removed by 
the mayor for cause, and after opportunity to be heard, 
subject, however, before such removal shall take effect, to 
the approval of the governor, expressed in writing. The 
mayor shall, in all eases, communicate to the governor, in 
writing, his reasons for such removal. Whenever a 
removal is so effected, the mayor shall, upon the demand 
of the officer removed, make, in writing, a public state- 
ment of the reasons therefor. No officer so removed sliail 
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be again appointed to the same office during tlio same 
term of office. 

[As amended hy see. 3, chap. 300, laws of 1874.] 
ii The mayor of said city shall hereafter appoint, 

without confirmation of the lioard of aldermen, 
a person or persons to fill any vacancy or vacan- 
cies which now exists or may hereafter occur from 
death, resignation or cause other than the expira- 
tion of the full term in any oftice to which, of 
the provisions of the twenty-fifth section of chapter 
three hundred and tliirty-five of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and seventy-three, he is empowered to 
appoint by and with the consent of the hoard of 
aldemien.* 

t. Sec. 26. There shall be the following other departments 
in said city : 

Finance department. 

Law department. 

Police department. 

Department of public works. 

Department of puhhc charities and correction. 

Fire department. 

Health department. 

Department of public works, f 

Department of docks. 

* See Appendix, f. f So in original. 
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Department of tajies and aasessments. 

Department of buildings. 

Sec. 27. The said departments shall, once in three Torepon 
months, and at such other times as the mayor may direct, ni^-yot. 
make to him, in such form and under such rules as he 
may prescribe, reports of the operations and action of the 
same and each of them, which reports shall be published 
in the City Kecord. The said departments shall always, 
when recLuired by the mayor, furnish to him sucli inf ormar 
tion as he may demand, within such reasonable time as lie 
may direct. 

Sec. 28. The heads of all departments (except as other- Heaasof de; 
wise herein specifically provided) shall have power to ^ppmot tha 
appoint and remove all chiefs of bureaus (except the 
chamberlain), as also all clerks, officers, employees, and 
subordinates in their respective departments, except as 
herein otherwise specially provided, without reference to 
the tenure of office of any existing appointee. Bnt no cia-fest™ 
regular clerk or head of a bureau shall be removed until 
he has been informed of the cause of the proposed re- 
moval, and has been allowed an opportunity of making an 
explanation; and in every case of a removal, the true 
grounds thereof shall be forthwitli entered upon the 
records of the department or board. In case of removal, 
a statement, showing tlie reason therefor, shall, be filed in 
the department. The number and duties of all officers Dmies at 
and clerks, employees and subordinates in every departr 
ment, except as otherwise herein specifically provided, 
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with their respective ealariee, wliether now fixed by 
special law or otherwise, shall be such ae the heads of the 
respective departments shah designate and approve ; but 
subject, also, to the revision of the board of apportion- 
ment; provided, however, that the aggregate expense 
thereof shall not exceed the total amount duly appro- 
priated to the respective departments for such purposes. 
Any head of department may, with the consent of the 
board of apportionment, consolidate any two or more 
bureaus established by law, and may change the duties of 
any bureau ; and it shall be the duty of the head of the 
department to bring together all officers and 
i authorized to receive money for taxes, assess- 
ments or arrears, in such manner that the payment of the 
same can be made, as nearly as practicable, at one time 
and place, and in one offlce. 

ARTICLE V. 

Of the Finance Deparfnienl. 

Sec. 29. The finance department shall have control of 
the fiscal concerns of the corporation. It shall -prescribe 
the forms of keeping and rendering all city accounts, and, 
except as herein otherwise provided, the mannei' in which 
all salaries shaU be drawn, and the mode by which all 
creditors, officers and employees of the corporation shall 
be paid. All payments by or on behalf of the corporation 
shall be made through the proper disbursing officer of the 
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department of finance, on voodiers to be filed in said de- 
partment, by means of warrants drawn on the chamber- 
lain by the comptroller, and countersigned by the mayor. 
The comptroller may require any person presenting for ciaio 
settlement an account or claim against the corporation to 
be Bwom before him touching such account or daim, and 
when so sworn to answer orally as to any facts relative to 
the justness of such account or claim. The power hereby 
given the comptroller to settle and adjust such claims 
shall not be construed to give such settlement and adjust- 
ment the binding effect of a judgment or decree, nor to 
authorize the comptroller to dispute the amount of any 
salary established by or under the authority of any officer 
or department authorized to estabhsh the same nor to 
question the due performance of his duties by such officer, 
except when necessary to prevent fraud. The comptroller 
shall not reduce the rate of interest upon any taxes or as- 
sessments below the amount fixed by law. No contract cunt 
hereafter made, the expense of the execution of which ""s- 
is not by law or ordinance in whole or in part to be 
paid by assessments upon the property benefited, shall 
be binding or of any force or effect unless the comp- 
troller shall indorse thereon his certificate that there re- 
mains unex]^)ended and unapplied, as herein provided, a 
balance of the appropriation applicable thereto sufficient 
to pay the estimated expense of executing such contract 
as eertiilied by the officer making the same. 

[Amended hy sec. 8, ohap. 75T, Imos of 1873.] 
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But this provision shall not apply to work done, or 
supplies furnished, not inyolving the expenditure of 
more than one thousand dollars, pursuant to section 
ninety-one of this act. It shall he the duty of the 
comptroller to make such indorsement upon every 
snch contract so presented to him, if there remains 
unapplied and unexpended such amount so specified 
by the officer making the contract, and to there- 
after hold and retain such sum to pay the expense 
incurred until the said contract shall be fuUy per- 
formed. And such indorsement shall be sufficient 
evidence of such appropriation in any action. The 
mptioiier Comptroller shall furnish to each head of department, 

Smn"t weekly, a statement of the unejpended balance of 

the appropriation for his department ; wages and 
salaries, including payments for the board of educa^ 
if-roiis *^on, may be made upon pay-rolls, upon which each 

person named thereon shall separately receipt for 
the amount paid to such person, and in every case of 
payment upon a pay-roll, the warrant for the aggre- 
gate amount of wages and salaries included therein, 
may be made payable to the superintendent, princi- 
pal teacher, foreman or other oflicer designated for 
the purpose. 

imptrower, Sec. 30. The head of the finance department shall be 

^™- called the comptroller of the city of New York, and shall 

hold his office for four years, and until his successor shall 

be appointed, unless sooner removed as herein provided. 
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Sec. 31. All aeeoiints rendered to or kept in the other Acn™nu 
departments shall be subject to the inspection and revision ""i^"^ 
of the officers of this department ; and, subject to the con- 
ditions aforesaid, it shall settle and adjust all claims in 
favor of or against the corporation, and all accounts in 
which the corporation is concerned as debtor or creditor, 
but, in adjusting and settling such claims, it shall, as far 
33 practicable, be governed by the rules of law and 
principles of equity which prevail in courts of justice. 

Seo. 32. The comptroller of the city of New Yorli Deputy 

•^ '' oimptroUi 

shall appoint, and at pleasure remove, for cause to he 
stated in writing and published in said City Record, a 
deputy comptroller. The said deputy comptroller shall, in 
addition to his other powers, possess every power and 
perform all and every duty belonging to the office of 
comptroller, as herein provided, whenever the said 
comptroller shall, for reasons to be stated to the mayor in 
writing, by due written authority, and during a period of 
time not extending beyond three months, nor beyond his 
term of office, and to be specified in such authority, 
: and authorize the said deputy comptroller to 
I the power and perform the duty aforesaid, and 
such designation and authority shall be duly filed in and 
remain of record in the finance department and in the 
mayor's office. The said deputy comptroller shall possess Powers u 
the like authority in case of the disability of the 
comptroller upon the lite designation of the mayor, 
which shall be filed and remain of record as aforesaid ; 
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but such authority may at any time be teiininated in the 
same manner as it was ci'eated. 

BurflftHs. Sec. 33. There shall be eight bureaus in this depart- 

OoiiMiionof 1, A bureau for the collection of the revenue aeeming 
from rente, and interest on bonds and mortgages, revenue 
arising from the use or sale of property belonging to or 
managed by the city ; the chief officer of which bureau 
shall be called the " collector of the city revenue." 

2. A bureau for the collection of taxes; the chief 
of&cer of which shall be called the " receiver of taxes," 
and he shall have all the powers, and perform all the 
duties heretofore prescribed by law for the receiver of 
taxes. 

8. A bureau for the collection of arrears of taxes and 
aesessments and of water rents ; the chief officer of which 
shall be called "clerk of.arrears." 

4. An auditing bureau, which, under the supervision of 
the comptroller, shall audit, revise, and settle all accounts 
in which the city is concerned as debtor or creditor, and 
which shall keep an account of each claim for or against 
the corporation, and of the sums allowed upon eacli, and 
certify the same to the comptroller, with the reasons for 
the allowance ; the chief officer of which shall be called 
" auditor of accounts," 



Hosted byGOOgle 



2? 

5. A bureau of Kcenaee ; the chief officer of wliicii shall 
be called " register of licenses," 

6. A bureau of markets; the chief officer of which 
shall be called " superintendent of markets." 

7. A bureau for the reception of all moneys paid into 
the treasury of the city, and for the payment of money on 
waiTants drawn by the comptroller and countersigned by 
the mayor ; the eliief officei' of which shall be called the 
" chamberlain." 

8. A- bureau for the collection of assessments ; the 
chief officer of which ehaB be called " collector of a^ees- 
ments," and his assistants " deputy collectors of assess- 
ments." 

Sec. 34. The chambei'lain shall be appointed in the Appoii 
same manner as heads of departments, and shall hold his ^^^ 
office for four years, unless sooner removed, as herein 
provided. He shall, within ten days after receiving notice Togtv 
of his appointment and confirmation, and before he enters 
npon his office, give a bond to the city in the sum of one 
nulhon dollars, with not less than four sufficient sureties, 
to be approved by the comptroller, conditioned that he will 
faithfully execute the duties of his office. Such bond 
shall be deemed to extend to the faithful execution of the 
duties of the office until a new appointment shall be made 
and confirmed, and the person so appointed enters upon 
the performance of his duties. Said chamberlain shall antieg 
exhibit to the common council at its first meeting in the 



Hosted byGOOgle 



month succeeding that in whicli he enters upon the 
execution of his office, an exact statement of the balance 
in the treasury to the credit of the city, with a summary 
of the receipts and payments of the treasury during the 
preceding year, and since the last preceding report 
required by law, if more than a year shall have elapsed 
since such report. He shall receive all moneys which 
shall, from time to time, be paid into the treasury of the 
city. He shall deposit all moneys which shall come into 
his hands on account of the city on the day of the receipt 
thereof, or on the business day next succeeding, in such 
banks and trust companies as shall have been designated 
as deposit banfes by the chamberlain and mayor jointly ; 
but not exceeding two millions dollars shall be on deposit 
at any time In any one bank or trust company. The 
money so deposited shall he placed to the account of the 
chamberlain, and he shall keep a bank book, iu which 
shall be entered his accounts of deposits in, and moneys 
drawn from, the banks and trust companies in which the 
deposits shall be made. The said banks and ti-ust 
companies shall, respectively, transmit to the comptroUer 
a weekly statement of the moneys which shall be received 
anil paid by them on account of the city treasuiy. The 
chamberlain shall pay all warrants drawn on the treasury 
by the comptroUer and countersigned hy the mayor, and 
no moneys shall be paid out of the treasmy except on the 
warrant of the comptroller so coimtersigned. ]Sfo such 
warrant shall be signed by the comptroller or counter- 
signed by the mayor, except upon vouchers for tlie 
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expenditure of the amount named tlierein, examined and 
allowed by the auditor, approved by the comptroller, and 
iiled in the department of finance, except in the case of 
Judgments, in which ease a tranBcript thereof shall be filed, 
nor except such warrant shall be authorized by law or 
ordinance, and shall refer to the law or ordinance and to 
the appropriation under and from which it is drawn. The 
chamberlain shall not draw any moneys from said banke 
or trust companies, unless by checks subscribed by him as 
chamberlain and countersigned by the comptroller; and 
no moneys shall be paid by either of the said banks or 
tmst companies on accoimt of the treasury except upon 
such checks. The chamberlain shall exhibit his bank Monthly 
book to the comptroller on the first Tuesday of every 
month, and ofteuer when required. The accounts of the 
city treasury shall be annually closed on the last day of 
November, and shall be examined in the month of 
December in said year by the commissioners of accounts. 
Such commissioners shall examine the accounts and Annuni 
vouchers of all moneys received into and paid out of the 
city treasury during the year ending on the last day of 
November next preceding such examination, and shall 
certify and report to the mayor and the common council, 
in the following month of January, the amount of moneys 
received into the treasury during sucli year, the amount of 
moneys paid out during the same period by vii'tue of 
warrants drawn on the treasury By the comptroller, the 
amount of moneys received by the chamberlain who shall 
be in office at the time of such examination if he entered 
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upon tlie execution of his duties since the last preceding 
report, the balance in the treasury on the last day of 
November preceding such examination, the amount of 
moneys borrowed for or on the credit of the city during 
such year, and the amount of bonds of the city issued 
during such year, with the purposes for which and the 
to authority under which such bonds were issued. Such 
commissioners shall also compare the warrants drawn by 
the comptroller on the treasury dming the year ending on 
the last day of November preceding such examination, 
with the several laws and ordinances under which the 
same shall purport to have been drawn, and shall in like 
manner certify and report whether the compti'oller had 
power to draw such warrants ; and if any shall he foimd 
which in their opinion he had no power to draw, they shall 
specify the same in their report, with their reasons for 
such opinion. 

Skc. 35, \^As amended hy sec. 1, cha,p. 129, laws 
lyf 1875.] The said chamberlain and mayor and the 
' comptroller of the city of New York shall, by a 

majority vote, by written notice to the comptroller, 
designate the banks or trust com.panies in which all 
moneys of the mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of 
the said city and county of New York shall be de- 
posited, and may, by like notice, in writing, from 
time to time, change the banks or trust companies 
thus designated ; but no such bank or trust company 
shall be designated unl^s its officers shall agree to pay 
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into the city treaBurj interest on the daily balaneeB at 
a rate to he fixed by the mayor and chamberlain and 
the said comptroller of the city of New York by a 
majority vote, which rate shall not be less than two 
and one-half per cent. The said chamberlain shall 
keep books showing the receipts of moneys from all 
sources, and designating the sonrces of the same, and 
also showing the amoimts paid from time to time on 
acccotmt of the several appropmtions ; and no war- 
rant 8hall be paid on account of any appropmtion 
after the amount authorized to be raised for that 
specific purpose shall have been expended. The said wnokiy 
chamberlain shall once in each week report in writing 
to the mayor and to the comptroller ail moneys re- 
ceived by him, the amounts of all warrants paid by 
him since his last report, and the amount remaining 
to the credit of the city and county of New York 
respectively. The said chamberlain shah receive the salary, 
sum of thirty thousand dollars annually and no more 
for all his services as chamberlain of said city and as 
county treasurer of the county of New York in lieu 
of salary and of all interest, fees, commissions and 
emoluments ; and all such interest, fees, commissions 
and emoluments shall be accounted for and paid over 
by him to the city treasury. He may appoint and cierks. 
remove at pleasure a deputy chamberlain and such 
clerks and assistants as may be necessary, whose 
salaries, together with all the expenses of his office, 
shall be paid wholly by him, and shall in no case be 
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a putlie charge. The comraissioTis provided by law 
and received by him for receiving and paying over 
the fetate taxes and all interest accrued on deposits 
shall be paid by him to the commissioners of the 
sinking fund.* 

AimCLE VI. 
Of the Laiv Department. 

Sec. 36, The law department shall have the charge and 
conduct of all the law business of the corporation and its 
departments, and of all law business in which the city of 
New York shall be interested, except as herein otherwise 
provided; the charge and conduct of the legal proceed- 
ings neeessary in ■widening, opening or altering streets, 
and the preparation of ail leases, deeds and other legal 
paper connected with any department. No officer or 
department, except as herein otherwise provided, shall 
have or employ any attorney or counsel, but it shall he 
the duty of the law department to furnish to every depart- 
ment and officer such advice and legal assistance as coun- 
sel or attorney, in or out of court, as may be rec[uired by 
such officer or department ; and for that purpose he may 
assign an attorney to any department that he shall deem 
to need the same, and may appoint the attorney for the 
collection of personal taxes. 

8eo. 37. The head of the law department shall be 
* See Appendix, E, 
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called "counsel to the corporation," He shall hold his 
office for four years, and until his successor is appointed, 
unless sooner removed, as herein provided. 

Seo. 38. There shall be two bureaus in this department, Biueaua, 
the chief officer of one of which shall be called the "cor- 
poration attorney," and the chief .officer of the other of 
■which shall be called the "public administrator." Such 
chief officers shall not receive to their own use any fees 
or emoluments in addition to their salaries, and they shall 
pay into the treasury all costs and commissions received 
by them from any source whatever ; such payments shall 
be made monthly, and shall be accompanied by a sworn 
statement, in such form as the comptroller shall prescribe, 
and that such statement, vrith a detailed list of costs, 
commissions, fines and penalties collected, shall be pub- 
lished in the City Eeeord monthly, as fumislied. All *^™'' 
actions to recover penalties for a violation of any law or """^'i'- 
ordinance shall be brought in the name of the mayor, 
aldermen and the commonalty of the city of New York, 
and not in that of any department, and shall be conducted 
by the corporation attorney, subject to the control of the 
corporation counsel. All fees received in said action r««. 
shall be paid into the treasury of the city. The counsel 
to the coiporation shall, once in three months, report to QtmrMriy 
the comptroller the names of parties to, and the objects of, 
all suits pending in his department, when commenced, 
and the number decided or ended, and in what manner, 
during the past three months. 
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ARTICLE YII. 

Of tlie Police Deparlment,'* 

Sec. 39. [As amended h/ sec. 1, eha^. 300, Iwws 
^1874.] The police departmeDt shall have for its 
head a board to consist of four persons, to be Imown 
as police commissioners of the city of New York, 
who shall, escopt those first appointed, hold their 
offices for six years, unless sooner removed as herein 
provided. The office of the police commissioner of 
the city of New York, whose term of office expires 
on the first day of May, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-four, is hereby abolished on and after said 
date ; the police department, on and after the first 
day of May, eighteen hundred and seventy-four, shall 
be under the charge and control of four commis- 
sioners, who shall perform all the duties and exercise 
all the powers now by law conferred or imposed 
upon the police department of the city of New York. 

, Sec. 40. The police force shall be appointed by said 
board, and shaU be composed of a superintendent and 
three inspectors, and as many captains of police, sergeants 
of police, patrolmen and doormen of police, and as many 
cleVks and employees of police as the Board of police may, 
from time to time, determine and the funds appropriated 
allow, except that the number of patrolmen shall not be 
• See Appendix, F, and aec. 1, chap. 755, Laws of 1873. 
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increased in any one year more than one hundred beyond 
the number authorized the previous year. The Board of 5""== 
police may appoint not exceeding twenty-two surgeons of 
police, one of whom shall be designated as chief surgeon. 
They shall detail from the force, to be under direction of 
the mayor, not exceeding six patrolmen. 

Sec. 41. The govemment and discipline of the police ^"^^^'^^^ 
department shall be such as the Board may, from time to """'■ 
time, by rules and regulations, prescribe, bnt membere of 
the police force shall be removable only after written 
charges shall have been preferred against them, and after 
the charges have been publicly examined into, upon such 
reasonable notice to tlie person charged, and in such man- 
ner of examination as the mles and regulations of the 
board of police may prescribe. The clerics and employees cierfo. 
shaU, except as herein otherwise provided, be appointed 
and removed at pleasure by the board of police, according 
to fixed rules to he established by the board. 

Sec. 43. The board of police may, by resolation Retirea list 

tm pension. 

adopted by the imanimous vote of a fuU board, setting 
forth the reasons therefor under such rule, retire from 
office, in such police department or force, any inspector, 
captain, sergeant, patrolman or surgeon (if disabled while 
in the aetua! performance of duty), and place the person 
so retired upon the penaion-roU of the poUce life insar 
anee fund, and allow him an annual retiring pension not 
exceeding in amount one-third the annual salary or com- 
pensation of such office. But no such inspector, captain, 
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sergeant, surgeon or patrolman shall bo so retired from 
office and placed on the pension-roll except at bis own 
request in writing, unless due notice is given liim of the 
intention so to retire ; nor unless it shall be certified to 
the board by two of the police surgeons that he is, in their 
opinion, permanently, mentally, or physically incapaci- 
tated from duty as such inspector, captain, sergeant, sur- 
geon, or patrolman ; nor unless the said board shall concur 
in such opinion ; nor unless the nature and origin of such 
incapacity shall be stated in the resolution so retiring him. 

Seo, 43. Every person connected with the police de- 
partment of the city of New York, at the time this act 
shall take effect, and except as otherwise herein ordered, 
shall continue in ofSce, and the amount of salary or com- 
pensation now legally paid to such person, except as 
herein otherwise provided or authorized, shall be the 
salary and compensation fixed for his office under this 
act ; but the commissioners to be appointed under this act 
may fix the salary and compensation of such clerks other 
than policemen whom they may be authorized by law to 
employ. 

Sec. 44. No person shall ever be appointed to member- 
ship in the pohce force, or to continue to hold member- 
ship therein, who is not a citizen of the United States, or 
who has ever been convicted of crime, or who cannot 
read and write understandingly in the English language, 
or who shall not have resided within the city and state 
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one year, but skilled officers of experience may be ap- 
pointed for detective duty who have not resided as herein 
required. The name, residence, and occupation of each Appoint- 
applicant for appointment to any position in the police p^^'ii'i^- 
department, as well as the name, residence, and occupa- 
tion of each person appointed to any position, shall be 
published, and such publication shall, in every instance, 
be made on the Saturday next succeeding such applica- 
tion or appointment, in the City Record, 

Sec. 45. The board of police may, upon an emergency spbdm 
or apprehension of riot, tumult, mob, insurrection, pesti- 
lence, or invasion, appoint as many special patrolmen 
without pay from among the citizens as it may deem 
desirable. The board of police, with the approbation in Miiitair 
writing of the mayor, or, in case of their disagreement, 
the governor may, under similar circumstances, demand 
the assistance of the mibtary of the iirst division, or of 
any brigade, regiment, or company thereof, by order in 
writing, served upon the commanding officer of such di- 
vision, and such commanding officer shall obey such 
order. 

Sec. 46. During the service of any special patrolman powers of 
authorized as aforesaid, he shall possess all the powers patrolmen, 
and privileges, and perform all the duties that may be by 
orders, rules, and regulations from time to time pre- 
scribed. Every such special patrolman shall wear a badge, 
1 and furnished by the board of police. 
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a- Seo, 47. No member of the police force, under penalty 

of forfeiting the salary or pay which may be due him, 
shall withdraw or resign, except by permission of the 
board of police. Unexplained absence, without leave, 
of any member of the police force, for five days, shall 
be deemed and held to be a resignation of such member, 
and accepted as such. 

board 8eo. 48. The board of police shall liave power to issue 
™lrit subpcenas, tested in the name of its president, to compel 
'"°' the attendance of witnesses upon any proceedings author- 
ized by its rules and regulations. Each commissioner of 
police, the superintendent thereof, and the chief clerk 
and deputy thereof, are hereby authorized and empowered 
to administer affirmations and oaths to any person sum- 
moned and appearing in any matter or proceeding, au- 
thorized as aforesaid, and in all matters pertaining to the 
department or the duties of any officer, or to take any de- 
positions necessary to be made under the orders, rules, 
and regulations of the board of police, or for the pur- 
posee of this act. Any person mating a complaint that 
a felony or misdemeanor has been committed may be re- 
quired to make affirmation or oath thereto, and for this 
purpose the inspectors, captains, and sergeants of police 
shall have power to administer affirmations and oaths, 
awcar- Any willful or corrupt false swearing, by any witness or 
person, to any material fact iu any necessary proceeding 
under the said orders, rules, and regulations, or under 
this act, shall be deemed perjury, and punished in the 
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manner now preaoribed by law for such ofEense. The 
provisions and procedure of chapter thirty-nine of the 
lawB of eighteen hundred and sixty, passed February 
eighteen, eighteen hundred and sixty, are hereby applied 
to the case of any witness subpcenaed under this section. 

Sec. 49. The board of police may, with the authority gt, 
and approval of the mayor and the common council, from 
time to time, but with special reference to locating the 
same as centrally in preeincts as possible, establish, pro- 
vide, and furnish stations and station-houses, or sub- 
stations and Bub-station-houses, at least one to each pre- 
cinct, for the accommodation thereat of members of the 
police force, and as places of temporary detention for 
persons arrested and property taken within the preeinet ; 
and shall also provide and furnish such business aeeom- 
modations, apparatus and articles, and provide for the 
care thereof, as shall be nece^ary for the department of 
police and the transaction of the business of the police 
department. And the money required for such purposes, p, 
and all other sums required for the police department, 
shall be estimated for and raised in the manner in this 
act provided generally for the estimating and raising of 
the necessaiy funds for the carrying on of the work of 
the sevei-al departments of the city government ; and such 
amounts as may be required from time to time by the said 
department shall be' paid by the comptroller of said city, 
on the requisition of the treasurer of said department, aa 
ordered by the board thereof, but in such sums and ac- 
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cording to eiieh modes and forms as shall 

by the finance department, under the provision of law 

creating the same. 

Sec. 50. The board of poKce are empowered, in their 
discretion, to enact, modify and repeal, from time to time, 
orders, rules and regulations of general discipline of the 
subordinates under their control, but in strict conformity 
to the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 51. The members of the police force shall possess 
in the city of New York, and in every part of this state, 
all the common law and statutory powers of constables, 
except for the service of civil process, and any warrant 
for seareli or arrest, issued by any magistrate of this state, 
may be executed, in any part thereof, by any member of 
the police force, and all the provisions of sections seven, 
eight and nine of chapter two, title two, part four of the 
revised statutes, in relation to the giving and taking of 
bail, shall apply to this act. 

» Sec. 53. Each member of the police force, under the 
> penalty of ten days' fine, or dismissal from the force, at 
the discretion of the board, shall, immediately upon an 
arrest, convey in person the ofEender before the nearest 
sitting magistrate, that he may be dealt vrith according 
to law. If the arrest is made during the hours that the 
magistrate does not regularly hold court, or if the magis- 
trate is not holding court, such offender may be detained 
in a station-house or precinct thereof, until the next 
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regular public sitting of the magistrate, and no longer, 
and shall then be conveyed without delay before the 
magistrate, to be dealt with according to law. And it unai 
shall be the duty of the said board, from time to time, 
to provide suitable rules and regulations to prevent the 
undue detention of persons arrested, which rules and 
regnlations shall be as operative and binding as if herein 
specially enacted, subject, however, to the order of the 
court committing the person arrested. 

Sec. 53. No person holding office under this depart- bkhi 
ment shall be liable to military or jury duty, and no officer y^ 
or patrolman, while actually on duty, shall be liable to 
arrest on civil process, or to service of aubptena from civil 

courts. 

Sec. 54. The board of police shall provide suitable houi 
accommodations for the detention of witnesses who are *''" 
unable to furnish security for their appearance in crimi- 
nal proceedings, to be called the house for the detention 
of witnesses ; and such accommodation shall be in prem- 
ises other than those employed for the confinement of 
persons charged with crime, fraud, or disorderly conduct, 
and be in command of a sergeant of pohce. And it shall 
be the duty of all magistrates, when committing witnesses 
in default of bail, to commit them to such house of deten- 
tion of witnesses now or hereafter to be used for such 
purpose. 

Sec. 55. The board of police shall have power in its Dia 
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discretion, on the conviction of a member of the force of 
any legal offense or neglect of duty, or violation of rules, 
or neglect or disobedience of orders, or absence without 
leave, or any conduct injurious to the public peace or wel- 
fare, or immoral conduct, or conduct unbecoming an 
officer, or other breach of diseipHne, to punish the offend- 
ing party by reprimand, forfeiting and withholding pay 
Pinee. for a specified time, or dismissal from the force ; but no 
more than thirty days' pay ehall be forfeited for any 
offense. All such fines shall be paid forthwith to the 
treasurer of the department to the account of the police 
life insurance fund. 

oweiai ap- Seo. 56. Every member of the poheo force shall have 
issued to him by the board of police, a proper warrant 
of appointment, signed by the president of the said board, 
and chief clerk or first deputy, which warrant shall contain 
the date of his appointment and his rank. 

Official oath, Seo. 5T. Each member of the police force shall, before 
entering upon the duties of his office, take an oath of 
office, and subscribe tlie same before any officer of the 
pohce department who is empowered to administer an 

TroMurer to oath. The treasurer of the board of police shall give a 

give bond. . , . r o 

bond, with two sureties, in the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars each, for the faithful performance of his duties ; 
said bond to be approved by the comptroller and filed in 
hie office. 

Sec. 58, It shall be the duty of the superintendent of 
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police to detail, on. eacli day of election, at least two poummen 
patrolmen to each election poll. puu".™ 

Sue. 59. It shall be the duty of the police force, or any Eieoti™ 
meniher thereof, to prevent any booth, or box, or struc- 
ture for the distribution of tickets at any election from 
being erected or maintained within one hundred and 
fifty feet of any polling place within the city, and to sum- 
marily remove any such booth, box or structure, or close 
and prevent the use thereof. 

Stso. 60. Tiie duties of the police surgeons, and the Poii™ aur- 
extent and bounds of their districts, shall be assigned 
from time to time by the rules and regulations of the 
board of police. 

Seo, 61. All property or money alleged or supposed to stolen m- 
have been feloniously obtained, or which shall be lost or ''^"^'^ 
abandoned, and which shall be hereafter taken into the '"^^''" 
custody of any member of the police force, or criminal 
court of the city of New York, or which shall come into 
■the custody of any police justice, shall be, by such mem- 
ber or justice, or by order of said court, given into the 
custody of and kept by the property clerk of the police, 
and all such property and money shall be particularly 
registered by said property clerk in a book kept for that 
purpose, which shall contain the name of the owner, if 
ascertained, the place where found, the name of the per- 
son from whom taken, with the general circumstances, 
the date of its receipt, the name of the officer recovering 
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the same, the names of all claimants thereto, and any 
ition of Bueh property or money. 



Sec. 62. Whenever property or money eball be taken 
from persons arrested, and shall be alleged to have been 
feloniously obtained, or to he the proceeds of crime, and 
whenever so brought, with such claimant and the person 
arrested, before some magistrate for adjudication, and the 
magistrate shall he then and there satisfied from evidence 
that the person arrested is innocent of the ofEense alleged, 
and that the property rightfully belongs to him, then said 
magistrate may thereupon, in writing, order eueh property 
or money to he returned, and the property cleric, if he 
have it, to deliver such property or money to the accused 

person himself, and not to any attorney, agent op clerk of 
such accused person. 

Sec. 63. If any claim to the ownership of such property 
' or money shall be made on oath before the magistrate, by 
or in behalf of any other persons than the person arrested, 
and the said accused person shall be held for trial or ex- 
amination, such property or money shaU remain in the 
custody of the property clerk until the discharge or con- 
viction of the person accused. 

,,. Sec. 64, All property or money taken on suspicion of 
been feloniously obtained, or of being the p 



the person from whom such property was taken, and all 
lost property coming into the possession of any member of 
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the said police force, and all property and money taken 
from pawnbrokers as tHe proceeds of crime, or by any 
such member from persons supposed to be insane, intoxi- 
cated or otherwise incapable of taking care of themselves, 
shall be transmitted, as soon as practicable, to the property 
clerk, to be registered and advertised in the City Record 
for the benefit of all persons interested, and for the infor- 
mation of the public, as to the amount and disposition of 
the property so taken into custody by the police. 

Seo. 66. All property and money that shall remain inwuendi 
the custody of the property clerk for the period of sixanyshBi 
months without any lawful claimant thereto, after having 
been advertised in the City Record for the period of ten 
days, shall be sold at public auction in a suitable room to 
be designated for such purpose, and the proceeds of each 
sale shall be paid into the police life insurance fund. 

Sec. 66. If any property or money placed in the ens- wten p 
tody of the property clerk shall be desired as evidence in^'«'^^ai 
any police or other criminal court, such property shall be ""'"''■ 
delivered to any officer who aliall present an order to that 
efEect from such court. Such property, however, shall not 
be retained in said court, but shall be returned to such 
property clerk, to be disposed of according to the previous 
provisions of this act. 

Sec. 67. The board of police by this act created shall I'owe™ . 
possess all the powers conferred upon the existing board g^J^ 
of police by chapter six hundred and seventy-seven of the 
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laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-two, and any act 

or acts amendatory thereof or supplemental thereto, 

shajicatab- except as herein otherwise provided ; and shall establish 

llahB bureau , "^ r J 

Qie'sS^' in their department a bureau, which shall be called the 
bureau of street cleaning ; the chief officer of which shall 
be a police officer and shall be called " inspector of street 
cleaning ;" and who shall, under the supervision of the 
board of police, have charge of the cleaning of the streets, 
inapeotor on avenues and public places of the city. He ''hall super- 
'"B. vise and enforce the performance of the conditions of any 

existing contract for such cleaning, or for the removal, 
under any contract now existing or hereafter made by the 
board of health, of night soil and contents of sinks and 
privies, and ofEal and dead animals ; and shall perform 
such additional cleaning as, in the opinion of the board 
of health, is necessary to keep said streets, avenues and 
public places clean. He shall possess all the powers and 
rights imposed upon or reserved to the city inspector in 
any law or ordinance, or in any contract now in force, so 
far as the same relates to street cleaning. He shall file 
with the comptroller monthly a statement, under oath, 
showing the number of persons, and at what salary or 
compensation, that were employed during each day in the 
preceding month, and shall keep and preserve regular 
pay-rolls, which shall be open to reasonable public 
inspection. 

AbBenceor Sec. 68. In 0386 of the disability, absence or illness of 
suptmntend the Superintendent of police, the commissioners of police 
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may, by resoiution, designate such officer of the pohce 
force as they may. choose to execute and perfoi-m the 
duties of tlie superintendent during the period of such 
disability, absence or illness. 

Sec., 69. The police department is hereby authorized Poiico fn 
and empowered, in its name or in the name of its presi- SSom 
dent or treasurer, to take and prosecute any appropriate 
action or proceeding in any court of record, or to con- 
tinue any action heretofore commenced for such pui-pose, 
which the board of police of the metropolitan police 
district or its treasurer, or any other public officer or 
officers, but for the passage of said act, and of any other 
act passed since the first of January, eighteen hundred 
and seventy, could have taken and prosecuted, to compel 
the county of Eichmond, or the board of supervisors of 
that county, or any officer of that county, to make pay- 
ment of the sums due from and owing by said county of 
Richmond, by reason of the failure of said county and 
its officers to pay to the said board of metropolitan police, 
or the treasurer of said board of police, or into the 
treasury of the state, the moneys required to pay the 
salaries and compensation of the members of the police 
force of the metropolitan police district doing duty in the 
said county of Richmond, and defray the other lawful 
expenses of said police force, chargeable iipon the said 
county of Richmond, as specified in the annual financial 
estimates heretofore made by tlie said board of metropoli- 
tan police, and all moneys that may be so collected shall 
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be paid to the chamberlaiu of the city of New York ; the 
moneys bo due and owing liaving teeii advanced, by the 
said board of metropolitan police, out of moneys raised in 
and contributed to the metropolitan police fund by the 
county of New York. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Of the Department of Public Works. 

Sec. 70. There shall be a department of public works, 
the head or chief officer of wliich shall be called " com- 
missioner of public works," who shall Tiold office for four 
years, and luitil his successor is appointed, unless sooner 
removed, as herein provided. Whenever the words 
"street commissioner" shall occur in any existing law, 
ordinance, resolution, contract or document, it shall be 
deemed to mean the aforesaid commissioner of public 
works, and whenever in any law, or in any ordinance of 
the corporation, the words " street department " shall 
occur, it shall be deemed and construed hereafter to 
mean the department of public works and the commis- 
sioner thereof. The commissioner of public works may 
appoint a deputy commissioner of public works, who 
shall, in addition to his other powers, possess every power 
and perform aU and every duty belonging to the office of 
said commissioner, whenever so empowered by said com- 
missioner by written autliority, designating therein a 
period of time not extending beyond the period of three 
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montlie, nor beyond the term of office of the said commis- 
eioner of public works, during which said power and duty 
may be exercised ; and . such designation and authority 
sha]] be duly filed in and remain on record in the depart- 
ment of public works. The said deputy commissioner of p™ 
public works eliall possess the Hke authority in the ease 
of the absence or disability of the commissioner of public 
works. And it shall be the duty of the commissioner to Po» 
remove all obstructions now existing, or which may here- ''■"" 
after be placed upon any street or sidewalk, or public 
ground not inclosed in any public park ; provided, how- 
ever, that nothing, contained in this section shall affect or 
prevent the continuance of any proceedings already 
commenced for assessing the expense of executing any 
contract made by the department of public works or the 
commissioner thereof. 

Sec. 71. The said department shall have cognizance and 
control — 

1. Of all structures and property connected with the 
supply and distribution of Oroton water. 

2. Of the collection of the revenues arising from the 
sale or use of the Croton water. 

3. Of opening, altering, regulating, grading, flagging, 
curbing, guttering, and lighting streets, roads, places and 
avenues. 

4. Of repairing and construction of public roads. 
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5, Oi the care of public buildrnge. 

6. Of the filling of sunken lote. 
7- Of public sewers and drainage. 

8. Of street vaults and openings in sidewalks. 

9. Of paving, repairing and repaving streets, and keep- 
ing the same clear of obstructione.* 

10. Of digging and constructing wells. 

B,ira."p. Sec. 72. There shall be eight bureaus in the department 

of public works : 

waKipi.r- 1- A biireau for laying water-pipes, and the construc- 
tion and repair of sewers, wells and hydrants, paring and 
repaving and repairing streets, the chief officer of which 
shall be called "water purveyor." 

wmst n*!i!- 2. A bureau for the collection of revenue derived from 
the sale and use of water ; the chief officer of which shall 
be called "water register." 

ohiefoiigi- 3. A biu'eau having cai'e of all structures and property 
connected with the supply and distribution of Croton 
water ; the chief officer of which shall be called " chief 
engineer of the Croton aqueduct," with power to appoint 
and remove at pleasure, and detail a stafE of assistant 
engineers. He and they must be civil engineers of at 
least ten years' experience. The commissioner may dele- 
gate to this bureau any power and duty now conferred by 
• Bee Appendix, G. 
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law or ordinance on the chief engineer of the Croton 
aqueduct toard. 

4. A hureaii for grading, flagging, curbing and gutter- ■ 
ing streets; the chief officer of which shall be called siieetim- 
*' superintendent of street improvemente." 

5. A bureau of lamps aud gas ; the chief officer of siiponnf na- 
whieii eliall be called "superintendent of lamps and gas." ^flBa" 

6. A bureau of streets and roads ; the chief officer of supenmend 

ent of 

which shall be called " superintendent of streets." "''='■"' 

7. A bureau of repairs and supplies, which shall have snpstintena- 
cognizance of all supplies and repairs to public buildings, andsappuea. 
works, lands, and places, and all other repairs and sup- 
plies not provided for in other departments j the chief 

officer of which shall be called " superintendent of repairs 
and supplies," and shall be a practical builder. 

8. A bureau for the removal of incumbrances on the EupeiJnMnd- 
streets or sidewalts; the chief officer of which shall be ™™iiranee9. 
called the " superintendent of incumbrances," to whom 

all complaints shall be made, and by whom such incum- 
brances shall be removed. 

Sec. T3. The commissioner of public works, in con- c™t™ot fa 

Uehttne 
junction with the mayor and comptroller, is authorized streotn. 

from time to time to contract, as provided in section 

ninety-[one] of this act, for lighting the streets, avenues 

and places of the city with gas, but shall not make any 

arrangement or agreement with any company or com- 
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paniee for such purpose for a period longer than one year 
at any given time, nor for an amount in excess of the 
amount appropriated therefor. The commissioner of 
public ■works is hereby authorized, in his discretion, to 
cause water meters, the pattern and price of which shall 
be approved by the mayor, comptroller, and chief engi- 
neer of the Croton aqueduct, to be placed in all stores, 
workshops, hotels, manufactories, public edifices, at 
wharves, ferry-houses, stables, and in all places in which 
water is furnished for business consumption by the de- 
partment of public works, except private dweUings, so 
that all water so furnished therein or thereat may be 
measured and known by the said department, and for the 
purpose of ascertaining the ratable portion which con- 
sumers of water should pay for the water therein or thereat 

H, received and used. Thereafter, as shall be determined by 
the commissioner- of public works, the said department 
shall make out all bills and charges for water furnished 
by them to each and every consumer as aforesaid, to whose 
consumption a meter as aforesaid is af&xed, in ratable 
proportion to the water consumed, as ascertained by the 
meter on his or her premises or places occupied or used 

H, as aforesaid. All expenses of meters, their connections 
■ and setting, water rates, and other lawful charges for the 
supply of Croton water, shall be a lien upon the premises 
where such water is supplied as now provided by 
law. Nothing herein contained shall be construed so 
as to remit or prevent the due collection of arrearages or 
charges for water consumption heretofore incurred, nor 
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interfere with the proper liens therefor, nor of charges or 
rates, or liens hereafter to be incurred for water consump- 
tion in any dwelling-house, building or place which may 
not contain one of the meters aforesaid. The department To poew 
of public works hereby created shall have and possess all §^JI^" 
the powers and functions heretofore or now po^essed by ° **' '^ 
the department of public parks, or the department of 
public works, in relation to the construction of the boule- 
vard (road or public drive), streets, avenues, and roads 
above Fifty-ninth street, not embraced within the limits 
of or immediately adjacent to any park or pubhc place ; 
and all provisions of law conferring powers, and devolving 
duties upon the department of public parka, in relation 
thereto, are hereby transferred to and conferred upon the 
said department of public works. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Of tlic Department of Public Charities aiitl 
Correction. 

Sec. 74, The department of public charities and cor soarfof 
reetion shall hereafter be composed of and have for its *■* " 
head a board of three persons, which board shall possess 
all the powers and discharge all the duties now conferred 
upon such department by special laws and by all the pro- 
visions of chapter five hundred and ten of the laws of 
eighteen hundred and sixty, and the acts and parts of acts 
amendatory thereof, except ae the same are modified or 
repealed by the provisions of this act. The c 
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ere, except those first appointed, eliall hold office for six 
jesrs, unless sooner removed as herein provided. There 
shall be under said commissioners a btLreau oi charities 
and a bureau of correction. The bureau o£ charities 
shall have charge of ali matters relating to persons not 
criminals. The bureau of correction shall have charge of 
all matters relating to criminals. 

Sec. To. [As amended by sec. 10, chap. 161, 
" laws of ISIS.] No money belonging to the city, or 

city and county of New York, raised by taxation 
upon the property of the citizens thereof, shall be 
appropriated in aid of any religious or denomina- 
tiona,l school, neither shall any property, real or 
personal, belonging to said city, or said city and 
county, be disposed of to any such school, except 
upon the sale thereof at public auction, after the 
same has been duly advertised, at which sale such 
school shall be the highest bidder, and upon pay- 
ment of the sum so bid into the city treasury, neither 
shall any property belonging to the city, or city and 
county, be leased to any school under the control of 
any religious or denominational institution, except 
upon such terms as city property may be leased to 
private parties after the same has been duly adver- 
tised. 
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ARTICLE X. 
Of llie Fire D6partmen(,* 

Seo. 76. The tire department shall have for its head a fi 
hoard, to consist of three persons to be known as fire 
eommissionera of the city of New York, who, except those 
first appointed, shall hold their oifices for six years, unless 
sooner renioved as herein provided. There shall be 
in this department three bureaus. One bureau shall he bi 
charged with the duty of preventing and extinguishing 
fires and of protecting property from water used at fires, 
the principal officer of which shall be called the " chief 
of department." Another bureau shall be charged with 
the execution of all laws relating to the storage, sale and 
use of combustible materials, the principal officer of which 
shall be called "inspector of combustibles." Another 
bureau shall be charged with the investigation of the 
origin and cause of fires, the principal officer of which 
shall be caUed "fire marshal." The fire marshal shall p; 
possess all the powers and perform all the duties now 
possessed and performed by the fire marshal, and ap- 
pointed pursuant to chapter three hundred and eighty- 
three of the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy, and 
chapter Ave hundred and eighty-four of the laws of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-one, and the acts amenda^ 
tory or supplementary thereof. Such lire marshal and 
his assistants shall hereafter be appointed by the board of 
* See Appecdii, H. 
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fire conimiesioncrs, who shail possess all the powers with 
reference thereto conferred by said acts upon the board 
of police. 

Sec. 77. The government and discipline of the fire 
department sliall be such as the board may from time to 
time by rules, regulations, and orders presciibe; but 
officers and members of the uniformed force shall be 
removable only after written charges sliall have been 
preferred against them, and after the charges have been 
publicly examined into, upon such reasonable notice to 
the person charged, and in such manner of examination 
as the rules and regislations of the board of commissioners 
may prescribe. Sections forty-eight, fifty, flfty-one fifty- 
five, fifty-eight, sixty, sixty-one, sixty-two, of chapter one 
hundred and thirty-eeveai of the laws of eighteen hundred 
and seventy, are hereby made applicable to the fire depart- 
ment and its subordinates, so far as the same are perti- 
nent^ in the same manner as if the same were therein 
named. Any and al! fines collected from snbordinates 
shall be deposited in " the fire department relief fund " 
created by chapter seven hundred and forty-two of the 
laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-one, and the treas- 
urer of said fund shall give a bond, with one or more 
sureties, in the sum of twenty thousand doUars for the 
faithful performance of his duties ; said bond to be 
approved by the comptroller and filed in his office. 

Sec. 78. ^As <Mn^ndediy see. 11, eha^. 757, lams 
p. of 1873. ] Ifo person shall ever be appointed to 
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membereliip in the fire department, or continue to 
hold membership therein, who is not a citizen of the 
United States, or who has ever been convicted of 
crime, or who cannot read and write understandingly 
in the English language, or who shall not have 
resided within the state one year. 

Sec. 19. The board of commissioners by tliis act created g 
shall possess and exercise all the powers and perform all i" 
the duties conferred and prescribed by chapter two 
hundred and forty-nine of the laws of eif^hteen hundred 
and sixty-five, and any act or acts amendatory thereof or 
supplementary thereto, not inconsistent with the provis- 
ions of this act, and except as herein otherwise provided. 



or the Hcaltli Department,*' 

Sec. 80. The Health Department shall consist of theBmu^o* 
president of the board of police, the health officer of the 
port, and two officers to be called " commissioners of 
health," one of whom shall have been a pratising 
physician for not less than five years preceding his 
appointment. . The commissioner of health, who is not a 
physician, shaU be the president of the board, and shall 
be so designated in his appointment. These several 
officers shall together constitute a board, which shall be 

* See Appendix, I. 
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the head of the heaUh department. The ( 

of health, except those first appointed, shall hold their 

offices for six years, unless sooner removed as herein 

provided. 

Sec. 81. There shall be two bureaus in this department. 
The chief officer of one bureau shall bo called the " sani- 
tary superintendent," who, at the time of his appointment, 
shall have been, for at least ten years, a practising 
physician and for three years a resident of the city of 
New York, and he shall be the chief executive officer of 
said department. The chief officer of the second bureau 
shall he called the " register of records ; " and in said 
bureau shall he recorded, without fees, CTei-y birth, 
marriage and death, and all inquisitions of coroners which 
shall occur or be taken within the city of New York. But 
in cases of inc[ue8ts, where the jury shall find that death 
was caused by negligence or malicious injmy, only a copy 
of the record need be filed in said bureau. Said board 
loAj, with the consent of the board of police, impose any 
portion of the duties of subordinates in said department 
npon subordinates in the police department and may 
: any portion of its powers to the president or 
superintendent, to be exercised when the board 
is not in session. The said board of health may appoint 
an attorney at a salary not exceeding two thousand five 
hundred dollars a year, to be provided for and paid as 
other salaries in said department. 

Sec. 82. It shall be the duty of said board, immediately 
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upon organization under thia aet, to canee to be conformed 
to this article the sanitary ordinances then or lately 
adopted by the existing department of health, which sball 
be called the "sanitary code." And said health depart- 
ment is hereby authorized and empowered to add to such 
sanitary code, from time to time, and aliall publish addi- 
tional provisions for the security of life and health in the 
city of New York, and therein to distribute 'appropriate 
powers and duties to the membera and employees of the 
board o£ health, which shall be published in the City 
Eecord. Any -violation of said code shall be treated and Penaip im 
punished as a misdemeanor, and the ofEender shall also be 
liable to pay a penalty of fifty dollars, to be recovered in 
a civil action in the name of the mayor, aldermen, and 
commonalty of the city of New York. All orders duly 
made by the existing department of health, and by their 
terms or necessary legal effect to be executed in the city 
of New York, may be executed, and the execution thereof 
compelled, and the execution of such of them as are 
partly executed may be compelled by the department of 
health hereby created ; and the said ordere may be sever- 
ally rescinded or modified by last said department, with 
like effect as could have been done by the existing departs 
ment of health at the time the said orders were severally 
made. The said department may discharge all liens upon Liene. 
real estate in the city of New York, created in proceed- 
ings instituted by tlie metropolitan board of health, or the 
existing depai-tment of health, in the same manner and 
for the same causes that, by laws existing January first, 
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eighteen hundred and seventy, they could be discharged 
by the metropolitan board of health, 

[^jim,ended h/ adding the foUowing — sec. 12, ch^. 
757, tows o/" 1873.] The authority, duty and powers 
conferred or enjoined upon the metropolitan board of 
health by chapter seventy-four of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and, sixty-six, and the several acts amendatory 
thereof, and by any other subsequent laws of this state, 
and, upon the several officers and members of said 
board, not inconsistent with the provisions of this act, 
are hereby conferred upon and vested in, or enjoined 
upon, and shall hereafter be exclusively exercised in 
the city of New York, by the health department and 
board of health created by this act ; and by the 
officers of the said board of health and the said 
health department ; and the same are to be exercised 
in the manner specified in the said chapter seventy- 
four, of the laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-six, 
and the several acts amendatory thereof, and by any 
other subsequent laws of the state, and in conformity 
to the provisions of this act. 

ARTICLE XII. 

Of Ihc Dcpartmont of Public Parks.* 

Siio. 83. \As mnended hy sec. 13, cha^. 1b1, laws 
„_ of 1S73.] The department of public parks shall 
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30iitrol and manage all public parks and streets im- 
mediately adjoining the same above Fifty-nintli 
street, and public places which are the realty of the 
eity of New York, except the bnildings in the city 
haU park, and save as herein otherwise provided ; 
and shall have all the powers and dnties belonging to p- 
the department or conunissioners of parks not incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act, and the laying 
out and preparing maps and plans of all streets, 
s and drives above Fiftv-ninth street. 



Sec. 84. lAsam^ended Tjy see. 2, chap. 300, lams of 
ISW.] This department shall be under the charge of q«Bni« 
a board to consist of four members, who, except boara. 
those first appointed, shall hold their offices for iive 
years, unless sooner removed as herein provided. 
The office of the commissioner of parks, whose term 
of oifice expires on the first day of May, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-four, is hereby abolished on 
and after said date. The department of public 
parks, on and after the first day of May, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-four, shall be under the charge 
and control of four commissioners, who shall perform Boanitt 
all the duties and exercise all the powers now by law ^^^ 
conferred or imposed upon the department of public 
parks of the city of New York, 
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ARTICLE XIII. 

or the ncpartmeiit of BuUdlng-s.* 

Sec. 85. [As amended hy f-ec. 15, cha/p. 757, laws 
of 1873.] There shall he a department called the 
department of buildings, which shall be under the 
control of an officer, who shall be known as the 
superintendent of buildingR, and sha!] be the same 
person nominated as commissioner of buildings by 
the mayor of the city of New York on the fifteenth 
day of May, one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
three, and confirmed by the board of aldermen of 
said city on the sixteenth day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-three, which said 
supeKutendent shall hold office for the full term for 
which said commissioner was appointed, unless 
sooner removed, as provided by law for the removal 
of heads of departments. 

Sec. S6, [As amended hy sec. 15, chap. 757, Jmms 
of 1873.] Each and all the powers and duties of said 
department and all its officers and employees, and 
subordinates, and their qualifications shall continue, 
and be exercised as now authorized by special laws in 
relation to buildings in the city of TCew York ; and 
it shall not be lawful for any officer or employee in 
said department to be engaged in conducting or 
* See Appendix, J. 
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carrying on business as an architect, carpenter, 
mason, or builder, while holding oifice in said 
department. 

ARTICLE XIV. 
Tlie Department of Taxe§ and ABHe§§meiitN. 

Sec. 87. The department of taxes and assessments shall com 
have for its head a president, who shall be so designated ^^ 
in his appointment, and two commissioners, who together 
shall possess all the powers and perform all the duties 
now possessed and performed by the commissioners of 
taxes and assessments. Except that it shall require a Hem 
majority of such commissioners to correct or reduce the 
assessed valuation of the personal property of any person, 
and that no tax or personal property shall be remitted, 
canceled, or reduced, unless the applicant or party 
1 shall satisfy the commissioners that he has been 
[ by absence from the city or by illneas from 
i complaint or application to them within the 
time allowed by law for tiie correction of taxes. They 
may regulate and abolish the subordinate offices and 
bureaus, as shall seem most advantageous to the pubHc 
service. They shall, except those first appointed, hold Teo 
their offices for six years, unless sooner removed as herein 
provided. 
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ARTICLE XV. 
or the Department of Docks. 

rf^aS*™'' Sec. 88. There shall he a department of docks, the 
head of which shall be a board consisting of three 
persons residing in the city of N'ew York, who, except 
those first appointed, shall hold office for the tenn of six 
years, unless sooner removed as herein provided, and shall 
? sncli powers and perform such duties as are now 
by the existing department of docks, but said 
board shall not have the power to change the exterior line 
of piers and bulk-heads in the city of New York ae now 
established by law. 

ARTICLE XVI. 
General Provision§, Powers, and Liniilutlons. 

Sec. 89. A majority of the mtnibeis of a boai I m iny 
department of the city guverament, md also of the boatd 
for the revision and conection of assessments, fthall 
constitute a quorum tD tuliy pert*, mi and discharge m-\ 
atft or duty authorized, possessed b\, or imposed upon any 
department or any boaid afoiesaid and with the same 
legal effect as if everj member rf an^ such board 
aforesaid had been present except is herein otherwise 
specially provided EiLh board mi), except is herein 
otherwise provided, choose, m its < wn plcisuie < ne tf its 
members, who sliall be its president, and one who shall be 
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its treasurer, and may appoint a chief elerk or secretary. 
No expense shall be incurred by any of the departments, howh. 
boards, or officers thereof, anless an appropriation shall *'*^™' 
have been previously made covering such expense. 

Sec. 90. Whatever provisions and regulations, other btiu do 
than those herein specially authorized, may become ™I^ 
requisite for the fuller organization, perfecting, and carry- 
ing out of the powers and duties prescribed to any 
department by this act, shall be provided for by ordinance 
of the common council, who are hereby authorized to 
enact such necessary ordinances. And it shall be the ofBoon 
duty of the common council to provide for the account- fundat 
ability of all officers and other persons, save as herein 
otherwise provided, to whom the receipt or expenditure of 
the funds of the city shall be intrusted, by requiring from 
them sufficient security for the performance of their duties 
or trust, which security shall be annually renewed ; but 
the security first taken shall remain in force until new 
security shall be given. 

Sec. 91. All contracts to be made or let for work to be o„nira 
done, or supplies to be furnished, except as herein 
otherwise provided, and all sales of personal property in 
the custody of the several departments or bureaus, shall be 
made by the appropriate heads of departments under such 
regulations as now exist or shall be established by 
ordinances of the common council. Whenever any work work 
is necessary to be done to complete or perfect a particular ™oi™ 
job, or any supply is needful for any particular purpose. 
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which work and job is to be undertalien or supply 
furnished for the corporation, and the several parts of the 
said work or supply shall together involve the expenditure 
of more than one thousand dollars, the same shall he by 
contract, under such regulations concerning it as shall be 
established by ordinance of the common council, excepting 
suet works now in progress as are authorized by law or 
ordinance to be done otherwise than by contract ; and 
unless otherwise ordered by a vote of three-fourths of the 
members elected to the common coimcil ; and all contracts 

to shall be entered into by the appropriate heads of depart- 
ments, and shall, except as herein otherwise provided, be 
founded on sealed bids or proposals, made in compliance 
with public notice duly advertised in the City Record, 
said notice to be published at least ten days ; and all such 
contracts, when given, shall be given to the lowest bidder, 
the tenns of whose contracts shall be settled by the counsel 
to the corporation as an act of preliminary specification to 

■ the bid or proposal, and who shall give security for the 
faithful performance of his contract in the manner 
prescribed and required by ordinance ; and the adecLuacy 
and sufficiency of this security shall, in addition to the 
justification and acknowledgment, be approved by the 
comptroller. All bids or proposals shall be pnblicly 
opened by the officers advertising for the same and in the 
presence of the comptroller, but the opening of the bids 
shall not be postponed if the comptroller shall, after due 

, notice, fail to attend. If the lowest bidder shall neglect 

- or refuse to accept to contract within forty-eight hours 
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after written notice that tlie same has been awarded to hie 
bid or proposal, or if he accepts but doee not execute the 
contract and give the proper security, it sliall be re-adver- 
tised and relet as above provided. In case any work shall 
be abandoned by any contractor, it shall be re-advertised 
and relet by the head of the appropriate department, in 
the manner in this section provided. 

Seo. 92. All property sold shall be sold at auction, after ^ropert 
previous public notice, under the superintendence of the auction. 
appropriate head of department. Every contract, when conttac 
made and entered into, as before provided for, shall be dupiiem 
executed in duplicate, and shall be filed in the department 
of finance ; a receipt for each payment, made on account 
of or in satisfaction of the same, shall be indorsed on the 
said contract by the party receiving the warrant, which 
warrant shall be only given to the person interested in 
such contract, or his authorized representative. The pro- ^^j™** 
ceeds of all sales made under and by virtue of this act 
shall, except as provided in section sixty-five hereof, be 
by the officer receiving the same immediately deposited 
with the chamberlain ; and the account of sales, verified 
by the officer making the sales, shall be immediately filed 
in the office of the comptroller. No expenditure for 
work or supplies involving an amomit for which no eon- 
tract is required shall be made, except the necessity 
therefor be certified to by the head of the appropriate 
department, and the expenditure has been duly authorized 
and appropriated. 
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if Sec, 93. Every person who shall he appointed or elected 
to any oiEce under this act shall receive a certificate of 
appointment, designating the term for which such person 
lias been appointed or elected. 

Sec, 9i. Every person elected or appointed to any office 
under the city government shall, within five days after 
notice of such election or appointment, take and sub- 
scribe, before the mayor, or any judge of a eoxirt of 
record, an oath or affirmation faithfully to perform the 
duties of his office ; which oath or affirmation shall be 
filed in the office of the mayor. 

of Sec. 95. Any officer of the city government, or person 
employed in its service, who shall willfully violate or 
evade any of the provisions of this act, or commit any 
fraud upon the city, or convert any of the public property 
to his own use, or knowingly permit any other person so 
to convert it, or by gross or culpable neglect of duty 
allow the same to be lost to the city, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, in addition to the penalties 
imposed by law, and on conviction, shall forfeit his office, 
and be excluded forever after from receiving or holding 
any office under the city government; and any person 
who shall willfully swear falsely in any oath or affirmation 
required by this act shall be guilty of perjury. 

Seg. 96. ]_As amended hy see. \%, chap. 767, la/ws of 

1873.] No officer of the city government, except the 

p'^MritS city marshals, shall have or receive to his own use 






Hosted byGOOgle 



any fees, perquisites, or commissions, or any per- 
centage ; b\it every such officer shall be paid by a 
fixed salary, and all fees, percentages and eommis- 
sione received by any such oificer shall be the prop- 
erty of the city. And every officer who shall receive 
any fees, perqtiisites, eommi^ions, percentages or 
other money which should he paid over to the city, 
shall, before he shall be entitled to receive any 
salary, make under oath a detailed return to the 
eoraptroUer, showing the amount of all such fees, 
commissions, percentages, perquisites and moneys 
received by him since the last preceding report, the 
person from whom i-eeeived, and the reason for its 
payment, and shall produce the receipt of the cham- 
berlain, showing the payment to him, by said officer, 
of the aggregate amount thereof. All sums re- p< 
ceived as above or for heenses or permits shall be "" 
paid over weekly, without deduction, by the officers 
or department receiving them, to the chamberlain, 
and a detailed return under oath shall at the same 
time be made in such form as the comptroller shall 
prescribe, stating when and from whom, and for 
what use, such moneys were received. But nothing 
herein contained shaU be construed so as to repeal, 
modify, or otherwise affect the provisions of the 
fourteenth section of chapter seven hundred and 
forty-two of the laws of eighteen hundred and 
seventy-one. 
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" Sec, 97. The salaries of all officers paid frooi the city 
treasury, whose offices now exist but are not embraced in 
any department, shall be fixed by the board of apportion- 
ment. Such board niay, by a majority vote, i-educe any 
snch salaries, but shall not increase tlie salary of any 
oifice the compensation of which now exceeds three thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec. 98. The salaries of all officers, whose offices may 
be created by the common council for the pui'poae of giv- 
ing efEect to the provisions of this act, shall be prescribed 
by ordinance or resolution, to be passed by the common 
council, and approved as hereinbefore provided for the 
approval of ordinances or resolutions. 

Sec. 99. No bid shall be accepted froiu, or contract 
awarded to, any person who is in arrears to the corpora- 
tion upon debt or contract, or who is a defaulter, as surety 
or otherwise, upon any obligation to the corporation. 

Sec. 100. Every person who shall promise, offer, or 
" give, or cause, or aid, or abet in causing to be promised, 
offered, or given, or furnish or agree to furnish, in whole 
or in part, to any other person, to be pi-omised, offered or 
given, to any membei' of the common council, or any 
officer of the corporation, or clerk, after his election or 
appointment as such officer, member, or clerk, or before or 
after he shall have qualified and taken his scat, or entered 
upon his duty, any moneys, goods, right in action or other 
property, or anything of value, or any pecuniary advan- 
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tage, present or prospective, with intent to influence his 
vote, opinion, judgment or action on any question, matter, 
cause or proceedings whieh may he then pending, or may 
by law he at any time hrought hefore hira in his offleial 
or clerical capacity, shall he deemed guilty of a felony, 
and shall, upon conviction, be imprisoned in a peniten-Howpnn 
tiary for a term not exceeding two years, or shall he .fined 
not exceeding five thousand dollars, or both, in the discre- 
tion of t]\e court. Every officer in this section enumer- 
ated, who shall accept any such gift or promise, or under- 
taking to make the same under any agreement or under- 
standing that his vote, opinion, judgment or action shall 
be influenced thereby, or shall be given in any question, 
matter, cause or proceeding then or at any time pending, 
or wjiieh may by law be hrought before him in his official 
capacity, shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and shall, 
upon conviction, he disqualified from holding any public 
office, trust or appointment under the city of New York, 
and shall forfeit his office, and shall be punished by im- 
prisonment in the penitentiary not exceeding two years, or 
by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, or both, in 
the discretion of the court. Every person offending ossnaere 
against either of the provisions of this section shall be witneaBos. 
a competent witness against any other person offending 
in the same transaction, and may be compelled to appear 
and give evidence before any grand jury, or in any court, 
in the same manner as other persons ; but the testimony so 
given shall not be used in any prosecution or proceeding, 
civil or criminal, against the person so testifying. 
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= Sec. 101. No member of the common council, head of 
department, chief of bureau, deputy thereof, or clerk 
therein, or other officer of the corporation, shall be or 
become, directly or indirectly, interested in or in the per- 
formance of any contract, ■work or business, or the sale 
of any article, the expense, price or consideration of 
which is payable from tlio city treasury, or by any assess- 
ment ieyiod by any aet or ordinance of the common 
council ; nor in the purchase or lease of any real estate 
or other property belonging to or taken by the corpora^ 
tion, or which shall be sold for taxes or assessments, or by 
virtue of legal proeeae at tJie suit of the said corporation. 
If any peri-on in this section mentioned shall, during the 
time for which he was elected or appointed, knowingly 
acq^uire an interest in any conti'act or work with the city, 
or any department or officer thereof, unless the same 
shall be devolved upon him by law, he shall, on convic- 
tion thereof, forfeit his office, and be punished as for a 
misdemeanor. All such contracts in which any such 
° person is or becomes interested shall, at the option of the 
comptroller, be forfeited and void. No person in this 
section named shall give or promise to give any portion 
of his compensation or any inoney or valuable thing to 
any officer of the city, or to any other person, in consid- 
eration of his having been or being nominated, appointed, 
elected or employed as such officer, agent, clerk or em- 
ployee, under the penalty of forfeiting his office and 
being forever discLualified from being elected, appointed. 
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or employed in the service of the city, and shall, on con- 
viction, be punished for a misdemeanor. 

Sec, 103. \_As amended hy sec. 17, chap. 751, laws coinmiH»it.T.- 
of 1873.] There shall continue to he, as now pro- ^^ 
vided and recognized hy special laws and ordinances, 
a hoard of commissioners of the sinking fund com- 
posed of the mayor, recorder, chamberlain, comp- 
troller, and the chau'man of the finance committee 
of the board of aldermen, with all the powers and 
duties now assigned, designated and ratified by ex- 
isting laws and ordinances. The said board shall hh™ power 
have power to sell or lease, for the highest marke^^'^''" 
able price or rental, at public auction or by sealed 
bids, and always after public advertisement and ap- 
praisal under the direction of said board, any city 
property, except wharves and piers. But if said MKiketptop- 
property be market property, excepting the market 
between Sixteentb and Seventeenth streets, east of 
avenue " 0," the market in Gouvemeur slip, and the 
market in Old slip, it shall not be sold or leased unless 
under a condition that the puschaeer or lessee thereof 
shall maintain said market property as and for the 
purposes of a public market, for at least ten years 
from and after such sale or lease, and under due or- 
dinances of the common council or of the depart- 
ment of health, or under stipulations in the deed of 
sale or lease. The proceeds of said sale or leasing proeeada ot 
shall, on receipt thereof, after paying necessary 
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charges, lie immediately paid to the credit of the 
sinking fund. It shall be lawful for the eommis- 
sioners of the sinking fund of the eity of New Tort, 
in their discretion, and they are hereby empowered 
in such discretion to cancel any portion of the in- 
debtednesB of the said city held by them, which is by 
law redeemable from the sinking fund, and to sell 
any stocks and bonds which they may hold that are 
not payable from said fund, and with the proceeds of 
such sale of atocks and bonds to buy any other stocks 
and bonds whicli are payable from said fund. 

Sec. 103. [Repeated ly see. 18, chap. 757, laws of 1873.] 

Se' 104 All ti e provisions ^f law nw in free in re- 
f,a d t the d ir t n nanne of ondu t g eie t ons and 
ca ass e t mate a 1 hsp t on t tes at (^s eral ele - 
tions si all ajply to ei 1 ele t on oi t oflic 

Se 105 The n lyor o nptroUe nn a, ner of 

I J bl c o ks the p e dent of the lepartment of p bl e 
park an 1 the pre de t of the 1 oard f al lermen shall 
lere tte togetl er forn a 1 oaid to be known as the 
b rd f street open ng a d mp oven ent in place and 
tead of tl e boa d f t eet open ng 1 eretofo e const - 
t tel bj law 1 ill keep full re Is of t p oe el ngs, 
an 1 1 ill have all tl e ^ owers a 1 thor t) as to lay ng 
out o\ en ng w den ng st ■a ghten ng exte bng lite ng 
ad lo n^ treets or ive es or pa ts f street or 
a e e th t ] irt f the ty of ISe 1 k u th 
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of Fifty-ninth street, now in any manner otherwise 
eonfeiTed and vested by any other law or provision 
thereof, or under existing laws which relate to alter- 
ing the map or plan of said city ; and the said board 
are hereby authorized and empowered, whenever they 
may deem it for public interest so to do, after laying 
its proposed action before the board of aldermen, and 
publishing full notiee of the same for ten days in the Noti«e8 to 
City Record herein provided for, to alter the map or plan ^^g^^^ 
of New York city eo as to lay out new streets in said pari 
of said city, and from time to time to cause maps, show- 
ing the several streets or avenues so laid out, opened, 
widened, straightened, extended, altered or closed by 
them, to be certified by them and filed, one in the office 
of the department of public works of said city, and one in 
the office of the counsel to the corporation of said city, and 
it shall be tlie duty of the said counsel to the coi-poration, 
on the filing of said maps in his office, together with a 
requisition in writing of said board, immediately to take 
proceedings, in the name of the mayor, aldermen and 
commonalty of said city, to acquire title for the use of the 
public to the land required for the streets or avenues so 
laid out, opened, widened, straightened, extended or 
altered, and for that purpose to make application to the 
supreme court in the first judicial district, and in such 
manner as the said board shall direct, for the appointment 
of commissioners of estimate and assessment, indicating 
in such application the land required for that purpose by 
reference to said maps on file as aforesaid ; and the pro- 
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s cecdings to acquire title to sucli lands sliall be liad pur- 
euant to sueli acts as shall be then in force relative to the 
opening, straightening, extending, widening or altering 
streets,- roads, avenues and pnbHc squares and places in 
the city of New York, whieli said acts, so far as the same 
are not inconsistent with the provisions of this section, 
are hereby made applicable to the streets and avenues, 
or parts of streets and avenues, so laid out, opened, 
widened, straightened, extended and altered, and to 
! authorized hereby, except that the com- 
; of estimate and assessment who may be ap- 
pointed by the supreme court for acquiring title to any 
land required for the purposes of this section may assess 
therefor all such lands and tenements as they may deem 
to be benefited by such improvement, and to the extent 
and amount which they may deem such lands and 
tenements benefited thereby; and the said board is also 
authorized and empowered to close all such streets and 
avenues, or sucli . parts thereof as they may deem for the 
public interest so to do, and to direct the said counsel to 
tlie corporation to take such proceedings in the name of 
the mayor, aldermen and commonalty for the closing of 
such streets or avenues, or parts thereof, as are now or 
shall be then provided by law, who shall thereupon apply 
to the supreme court for the appointment of commission- 
ers of estimate and a^essment in the matter of the closing 
of said street, avenue or part thereof in the manner pro- 
^ vided by law. And said board is also authorized and 
' empowered to discontinue any and all legal proceeding 
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taken for Saying out, opening, widening, straightening, 
extending, altering or closing streets or avenues, or parts 
of streets or avenues, south of "Fifty-ninth street, under 
this act, at any time before the confinnation of the report 
of the commissioners of estimate and assessment in such 
proceedings, if in the opinion of said board the public in- 
terest requires such discontinuance, and with power to 
cause new proceedings to be taken in such eases for the 
appointment of new commissioners. A majority of said QuDrum of 
board shall constitute a quorum, but the vote of a majority 
of all the members thereof shall be necessary to any act 
of said board. The comptroller of the city of New York, 
is authorized to borrow, from time to time, on tlie credit 
of the corporation, in anticipation of its revenues, and not 
to exceed in amount the amount of sueh revenues, such 
sums as may be necessary to meet expenditures under 
the appropriations for each current year. No action shall Actions on 
be maintained against the mayor, aldermen and common- 
alty of the city of New York, unless the claim on which 
the action is brought has been presented to the comptrol- 
ler, and he has neglected for thirty days after such present- 
ment to pay the same. Before any execution shall be Notice to 
issued on any judgment recovered upon such a claim, aofjiiag- 
notice of the recovery thereof shall also be given to the 
comptroller, and he shall be allowed ten days to provide 
for its payment by the issue of revenue bonds in the usual 
manner according to law. 

Sec. 106. The mayor shall, from time to time, appoint 
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n- and remove at pleasure two persons, who, together with 
the president of the department of taxes and aaaeesments, 
shall be commissioners of accounts. It shall be their 
duty, once in three months, and oftener if they deem it 
proper, to examine all vouchers and aceomits in the offices 
of the comptroller and chamberlain, and to make and 
publish, in the City Record, a detailed statement of the 
financial condition of the city, showing the amount of its 
funded and floating debt, the amount received and ex- 
pended since the last preceding report, with a classifica- 
tion of the sources of revenue and expenditure, and such 
other information as they shall deem proper. They shall 
from time to time make an examination of the expenses 
of the several departments and officera, and make such 
recommendations to the board of apportionment, and 
other officers, with reference thereto, and particularly 
with reference to salaries and duties, as they deem ad- 
visable. Any one of such commissioners shall have 
authority at any time to make any such examination, and 
such two appointed commissioners shall be paid a reason- 
able compensation, to be fixed aa other expenditures by 
the board of apportionment, not exceeding three thousand 
dollars each annually. 

j^ Seo. 107. The heads of all departments, except the 
police department, and the chiefs of each and every 
bureau of said departments, or any of them, except the 
police department, shall, with reasonable promptness, 
furnish to any taxpayer desiring the same a true and cer- 
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tified copy of any book, account or paper kept by such Books op™ 
department, bureau, or officer, or eueh part thereof as may p""''"- 
be demanded, upon payment in advance 6f five centa for 
every hundred words thereof by the person demanding 
the same. All hooka, aceoimts and papers, in any depart- 
ment or biireau thereof, except the police department, 
shall at all times be open to the inspection of any tax- 
payer, subject to any reasonable rules and regulations in 
regard to the time and manner of such inspection as such 
department, bureau or ofilcer may make in regard to the 
same, in order to secure the safety of such books, accounts 
and papers, and the proper use of them by the department, 
bureau or officer. In case such inspection sliall be ^^^^^ 
refused, such taxpayer, on hie sworn petition, describing [fs^^t"*' ^ 
the particular book, account or paper that he desires to 
inspect, may, upon notice of not less than one day to such 
department, bureau or officer, apply to any justice of the 
supreme court for an order that he be allowed to make 
such inspection as such justice shall by his order author- 
ize, and such order shall specify the time and manner of 
such inspection. 

Sec. 108. It shall be the duty of the comptroller to Fiiumciai 
publish in the City Record, two montlis before the elec- ^(ftty'""" 
tion of charter officers, a f uU and detailed statement of 
the receipts and expenditures of the corporation during 
the year ending on the first day of the month in which 
such pubKcation is made, and the cash balance or surplus ; 
and in every such statement the different sources of city 
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revenue, and the amount received from each, tlie several 
appropriations made, the objeets for which the same were 
made, and the amount of moneys expended under each, 
the moneys borrowed on the credit of the corporation, the 
authority tmder which each loan was made, and the terms 
on which the same was obtained, shall be clearly and 



Sec. 109. Any alderman, commissioner, head of de- 
*■ partraent, chief of bureau, deputy thereof, or clerk there- 
in, or other ofGcer of the corporation or person, may, if a 
judge shall so order, be summarily examined upon an 
order to be made on application based on an affidavit of 
the mayor or of the comptroller, or any five aldermen, or 
any commissioners of accounts, or of any five citizens 
who are taxpayers, requiring such examination, and 
signed by any justice of the supreme court of the first 
judicial department, directing such examination to be 
publicly made at the chambers of said court, or at the 
office of said department, on a day and hour to be named, 
not le^, however, than forty-eight hours after personal 
service of said order. Such examination shall be confined 
to an inquiry into any alleged wrongful diversion or mis- 
application of any moneys or fund, or any violation of the 
provisions of law, or any want of mechanical qualification 
for any inspectorship of public work, or any neglect of 
duty in acting as such inspector, or any delinquency 
charged in said affidavit touching the office or the dis- 
charge or neglect of duty, of which it is alleged in the 
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application for said order that auiih alderman, head of 
department, or other aforementioned officer or persons, 
has knowledge or information. Such aldennan, eommis- Books : 
sioner, head of department, clerk, or other aforesaid ^ p"^ 
officer or person shall answer such pertinent questions 
relative thereto, and produce such books and papers in 
his custody, or under his control, as the justice shall 
direct, and the examination may be continued from time 
to time, as such justice may order, but the answer of the 
party charged shall not be used against him in any 
criminal proceeding ; proTided, however, that for aU false 
answers on material points he shall be subject to the 
pains and penalties of the crime of perjury. The pro- witmsi 
eeedinge inay be continued before any other justice in *""'«'' 
said district, and other witnesses, as well as the parties 
making such application, may, in the discretion of said 
justice, bo compelled to attend and be examined touching 
such alleged delinquencies. Such justice may punish any Powera 
refusal to attend sueh examination or to answer any 
questions pursuant to his order, as for a contempt of 
court, and shall have as full power and authority to 
enforce obedience to the order or directions of himself, or 
any other justice, as an-y justue of the supreme court may 
now have, or shall possebs, to enfoice obedience or to 
punish contempt in an^ ci^ic or matter whatever, and 
shall impose costs upon tho'ie promoting such an examina- cohib, i 
tion not exceeding two hundred ■ind iifty doDars, if he 
thinlts there was no probable cause for making the appli- 
cation hereinbefore provided for, the said costs to be paid 
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to the officer or person examined, and for which the said 
officer or person may have judgment and an execution. 
« The examination hereinbefore provided for shall he re- 
duced to writing, and he filed in the office of the county 
clerk of the county of New Yorh:, and he at all reasonahle 
times accessible to the public, and notice of the same 
given to the department in which said officer is em- 
ployed. 

Sec. 110. In every department or board there shall be 
kept a record of all its transactions, which shall be acces- 
sible to the public, and once a week a brief abstract, 
omitting formal language, shall he made of all transac- 
tions, and of all contracts awarded and entered into for 
work and material of every deseription, which abstract 
shall contain the name or names, and residences by street 
and number, of the party or parties to the contract, and 
of their sureties, if any. A copy of such abstract shall 
be promptly transmitted to the person designated' to pre- 
pare the City Record, and shall be published therein. 
Notice of all appointments and removals from office, and 
■ all changes of salaries, shall, in like manner, within one 
week after they are made, be transmitted to and published 
in the City Eeeord, 

J Sec. 111. There shall be published daily (Smidays and 
legal holidays excepted), under a contract to he made as 
hereinafter provided, a paper to be known as the " City 
Record." The mayor, corporation counsel and commis- 
sioner of public works shall appoint a proper person, 
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together with Buch assistants as may be required to super- 
vise the preparation and publication of the same, and they 
shall also fix the rates of compensation of said supervisor 
and his assistants. All the expenses connected with its Bipensen ot 

publiebiDg. 

publication and distribution, except the salary of the 



person appointed to supervise the same, and the t 
of his assistants, shall be covered by a contract for print- 
ing, to be made in the same manner as other contracts. 
The board of estimate and apportionment shall provide 
for all the necessary expenses of establishing and conduct- 
ing the said City Record. There shall be inserted in said 
City Eecord notJiing aside fi-om such official matters as 
are in this act expressly authorized. The contract for the counsel, 
publication of the City Record shall provide for furnish- 
ing, free of charge, to the dty not more than one thousand 
copies thereof, also for a gratuitous distribution to every 
newspaper regularly printed in the city of 'New York, 
when it shall apply for the same, of two copies, and to 
every public library or public institution in said city 
which shall apply for the same, of one copy. Copies ofsaieotoiij 
the same shall be sold by the publisher at a price to be 
flxed by the officers making the contract, and the proceeds 
thereof shall be paid over to the city. All advertising Adverttsinf 
requh-ed to be done for the city, and all notices required 
by law or ordinance to be published in corporation papers, 
shall be inserted, at the public expense, only in tlie City 
Record, and a publication therein shall be a sufficient 
compliance with any law or ordinance requiring publi- 
cation of such matters or notices ; but there may be 
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inserted in two morning and two evening and two weekly 
'■ papers published in the English language, and in one 
newspaper published in the German language, all in said 
city, to be designated by the mayor, corporation counsel 
and commissioner of public works, annually, brief adver- 
tisements calling attention to any contracts intended to be 
awarded, or bonds to be sold, and referring for fall infor- 
mation to said City Record, No money shall be paid 
from the city treasury for advertising hereafter done 
except such as is herein authorized, and no action shall be 
maintained or judgment obtained against the city for any 
advertising hereafter done except such as is herein author- 
ized. The copies of the City Record furnished to the city 
shall be distributed to the several departments and officers, 
and to such persons and in such manner as the mayor 
shall direct. All printing for said city, including the 
printing of the City Record, shall be executed, and all 
stationery shaD be supplied, under contracts, to be entered 
into by the mayor, corporation counsel and commissioner 
[„r of public works. The first contract for printing the City 
' ' Record shall be awarded after an advertisement in the 
five daily newspapers printed in said city having the 
largest circulation therein, for at least two weeks, inviting 
, proposals. All proposals for printing and stationery shall 
be based upon specifications to be filed in the department 
of public works, which shall set forth with accui'aey the 
number of every description of printed blanks ; also each 
description of stationery or blank books in ordinary use in 
the board of aldermen and the respective ■ 
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and likely to be required during the year for whieh such 
contract is to be given ; and tlie bids sliall be given for 
8ueh number of eacli printed description of blanks, or of 
each article of stationery (including under the head of 
stationery, letter or writing paper, or envelopes, with 
printed headings or indorsements) as are specified, and for 
such additional number as may be required, giving the 
price for blanks of every description, and the price of all 
other printing "per thousand ems," or for "rule and 
figure work ; " separate contracts shall be made with the 
lowest bidder for any one description of printing, or any 
article of stationery involving an expense of more than 
five hundred dollars. Ten per cent, of the amount be- Teaperoent. 
coming doe, from time to time, shall be withheld by the j^^""^"' 
comptroller until the completion of the contract ; and in 
ease the contractor shall fail to fulfill the same to the satis- 
faction of the mayor, corporation counsel and commie- 
eioner of public works, then they may declare said contract 
to be annulled, and they shall immediately give notice for 
other bids for such printing during the remainder of the 
term of contract. No judgment shall be recovered against 
the city for printing or stationery done or furnislied after 
the passage of this act, unless done or furnished under a 
contract where, under the provisions of this act, a contract 
is necessary, or under a valid contract or a contract now 
in force, or unless upon evidence of a contract made as 
provided in this section. Separate contracts may be made sepBrato 
at any time for engraving, Htliographing, woodcuts, maps engmv^a, 
or other pictiire work, as the same may be required ; but 
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nothing hei-ein contained shall be eonstrued to require a 
separate contract for each engraving, lithograph or wood- 
cut or map, unlesa the officers aforesaid sliall deem the 
of game advisahle for the interest of the city. Ko more than 
iporte one thousand copies of any message of the mayor, or 
report of any head of a department, and no more than 
five hundred copies of any report of a committee of the 
board of aldermen, or board of a^istant aldermen, ehall 
anuei. be printed apart from the City Kecord. Neither the work 
known aa the Manual of the Common Council nor any 
similar work shall be printed at the public expense ; but 
there shall be published in the City Record, within the 
all month of January in each year, a list of all subordinates 
iinaws employed in any department (except laborers), with their 
salaries, and residences by street numbers, and all changes 
in such subordinates or salaries shall be so published 
within one week after they are made. It shall be the 
duty of all heads of departments to furnish, to the person 
appointed to supervise the publication of the City E«cord, 
everything required to he inserted therein. The said 
■Eot person shah have the power to make requisitions in 
tcdord. writing upon the heads of departments to furnish the 
information necessary to make up such list according to 
rules prescriljed by him and approved by the comptroller ; 
and such information must be supplied by the department 
within ten days after such requisition. He shall have 
power to require such information in the same manner, 
every three months, and all other information in the con- 
trol of said heads of departments, necessary to perform 
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his duties under tliis section. He sliall include in his list 
the number of laborers, designating the department in 
which they are employed, and, if practicable, the numbers 
employed in the prosecution of specific work, and the 
amounts paid to them. He shall also cause to be printed of"*^'"! 
in each issue o£ said City Keeord a separate statement of ^i^Ji"^rt' 
the hours during wbieh all public offices in the city are "ubliabai 
open for business, and at which each court regularly opens 
and adjourns, as well as of the places where such ofSces 
are kept and such courts are held. The detailed canvass Ekoti™ 
of votes at every election shall be published at the expense 
of* the city only in the City Record. The mayor may 
order the insertion of any official matter or report in the 
Oity Record. 

[Arnended hy adding the following — see. 1, chap. 
631, Imos of 1875.] Nothing herein contained shall wnen print 
apply to any printing or supplies of stationery for '^f^^,^^ 
the mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the city of mt'™nm*'t! 
New York, where, by the concurrent vote of the 
mayor, counsel to the corporation, and the commis- 
sioner of public works, it shall be decided to have 
such printing done or such stationery furnished 
without contract let after advertisements for bids or 
proposals; but in such cases such printing shall be 
done and such stationery procured in the manner, 
and on such terms and conditions as the said officers 
shall deem to be for the best interests of the city.* 

* See Appendix, K. 
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Sec. 112. [As amended ly sec. 20, chop. T57, Imvs 
of 18Y3.] The mayor, comptroller, president of the 
board of aldermen, and the president of the depart- 
ment of taxes and assessments, shall constitute a 
Board of ee- board of estimate and apportionment, who shall, 

a^pmUon- annually, between the fii^t day of August and the 

first day of November, meet, and, by the affirmative 
pmviafonai vote of all the members, make a provisional estimate 

of the amounts required to pay the expenses of con- 
ducting the public business of the city and comity of 
New York, in each department and branch thereof, 
and the board of educa.tion for the then next ensuing 
ProyiBionai financial year. In such provisional estimate they 

whatto Eon- giiall include such sum as may be necessary for the 

payment of the interest on the bonds of the said city 
and county, which shall become due and \ 
within said year, and such sum as shall be i 
to pay the principal of any bonds and stocks which 
may become due and payable from taxes during said 
year, and also so much as may be necessary to pay 
the proportion of the state tax required to be paid by 
the city and county of New York in said year. Such 
Estimtties in provisional estimate shall be prepared in such detail 

a« to the aggregate sum allowed to eacli department 
and bureau as the said board of apportionment shall 
Heaaa -A de- dcom advisable. I'or the purpose of making said 

ftmii^" ° provisional estimate, the heads of departments and 
the board of education shall, at least thirty days 
before the said provisional estimate is required to be 
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made as herein provided, send to the board of 
apportionment an estimate in writing, herein called a 
departmental estimate, of the amount of expendi- 
ture, specifying in detail the objects thereof, req^uired 
in their respective departments, including a statement 
of each of the salaries of their officers, clerks, em- 
ployees and subordinates. The same statement as to 
salaries and expenditiu'e shall be made by all other 
officers, persons and boards having power to fix or 
authorize them. A duphcate of these departmental 
estimates and statements shall be made at the same 
time to the boai-d of aldermen. The hoard of 
apportionment sliall consider such departmental 
estimates and other statements in making the provis- 
ional estimates herein provided, and in approving 
the salaries of the officers, clerks and other persons 
before named. After such provisional estimate is,Dup 
made by the board of appoi'tiomnent, it shall be ^'Jj; 
submitted by said board, with their reasons for it in '^^" 
detail, within ten days, to the board of aldermen, 
whereupon a special meeting of said board shall be 
called to consider such estimate, and the same shall 
simultaneously be published in the City Kecord; and 
it shall be their duty carefully to consider and inves- 
tigate the said provisional estimate and the reasons 
assigned therefor; but such consideration and inves- 
tigation shall not continue beyond fifteen days. Any oon 
objections to or rectifications of said provisional "^ 
estimate made by said board of aldermen shall be 
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made by said board in writing, and transmitted bj 
the elerk thereof to the board of apportionment, who 
shall proceed to the consideration of such ohjeetions 
or rectifications, and after such consideration shall 
make a final estimate. Should the said board over- 
rule the objections or suggestions made by the board 
of aldennen, the i-easons for such action shall he 
published in the City Record. After the final esti- 
mate is made, in accordance herewith, it shall be 
signed by the members, and when so signed the said 
several sums shall be and become appropriated to 
the several purposes and departments therein named. 
The said estimate shall be filed in the office of the 
comptroller and published in the City Record. The 
aggregate amount so estimated shall be certified by 
the comptroller to the supervisors of the county of 
New York ; and it shall be the duty of said super- 
visors, and they are hereby empowered and directed 
annually to cause to be raised, according to law, and 
collected by tax upon the estates, real and personal, 
subject to taxation within the city and county of New 
York, the said amounts so estimated and certified as 
aforesaid. The first meeting of said board in every 
year shall he called by notice from the mayor, per- 
sonally served upon the members of said board. 
Subsequent meetings shall be called as the said board 
shall direct. At such meetings the mayor shall pre- 
side, and one of the number shall act as secretary 
In addition to the estimate herein provided for, the 
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said board may, at any time, aa occasion may require, 
by the affirmative vote of three members, authorize May ai 
the issne of any stocks or bonds for the purpose of ^^_' 
withdrawing or taking up at maturity any stocks or 
bonds for the purpose outstanding; but the said 
bonds or . their proceeds shall bo applied exclusively 
to the payment, purchase and extinction of such 
maturing bonds in such manner that the aggregate 
of the stocks or bonds of said city outstanding shall 
not be increased thereby for a longer period than is 
necessary in effecting said change. The said board 
of apportionment may, from time to time, by the 
affirmative vote of three members, authorize tbe 
issue of the whole or any portion of any stock or 
bonds which are now by law authorized to be issued, 
upon compliance with the provisions of law author- 
izing them. The said board of apportionment may, ipproj 
from time to time, on the application of the head of "™^= 
any department, authorize the transfer, from onte 
bureau or purpose to another in the same depart- 
ment, of any sum theretofore appropriated for the 
purpose of such department or bureau, but no 
department or officer shall incur any expense in 
excess of sum appropriated. The board of appor- 
tionment may, within forty days after the passage 
hereof, revise and readjust, in accordance with the 
provisions hereof, the apportionment heretofore 
made. All the provisions of law creating any board itepeai 
of apportionment and audit, or either, and providing "Mons 
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for and requiring an audit and allowance of claims 
by said board, are Iiereby repealed ; but sucli repeal 
shall not, prior to the organization of the board of 
apportionment by this act created, affect any act 
heretofore done or directed to be done ; but all the 
powers now possessed by any such board, not incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act, are hereby 
continued and vested in the board hereby created 
and authorized, and all actions or proceedings in 
which the mayor, aldennen and commonalty of the 
city of New York are plaintiffs or defendants, shall 
have a preference, and may be moved out of their 
order on the calendar. Any balances of appropriations 
remaining unexpended, after allowing sufficient to 
satisfy all claims payable therefrom, may at any 
time, after the expiration of the year for which they 
were made, he transferred by the comptroller, with 
the approval of said board of estimate and appor- 
tionment, to the general fund of the city, and applied 
to the rednction of taxation. 

[As amended by seo. 2, ohap. 308, laws of 1874.] 
The said board of estimate and apportionment shall 
have the power at any time to transfer any appropria^ 
tion for any year which may be found, by the head of 
the department for which such appropriation shall 
have been made, to be in excess of the amount re- 
quired or deemed to be necessary for the purposes or 
objects thereof, to such other purposes or objects for 
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■which the appropriations are iiisufRcient, or such as 
may require the earae ; and if it is found at the time 
when tlie estimate is made of the expenses of con- 
ducting tiie public business of the city of New York 
for the next succeeding fiscal year, that there will be 
a surplus or balance remaining unexpended of any 
appropriation then existing at the end of the current 
fiscal year, such surplus may be applied to like pur- 
poses in the next succeeding year.* 

8ec. 113. No appropriation or payment for the con- oontHtii 
testing of the office of mayor, or any seat in the board ™^« ■>*' 
of aldermen, or otfice in any department, or the office 
of any officer whose salary is paid from the city treasury, 
shall be made to any but the prevailing party. Nor shall 
any such appropriation or payment be made to such 
prevaihng party, except upon the written certificates of 
the chief officer of the law department and of the chief 
justice of the court of common pleas of the city and 
county of New York, as to the value of the services 
rendered in the case. In ease an of&cer or clerk is or- oonn^! 
dered to he examined, in pursuance of the provisions a^'^ci 
hereinbefore contained, the law department shall assign ''^'^^■ 
some one from his department as counsel to the officer or 
clerk making the application, but should such officer or 
clerk see fit to employ other counsel than that assigned 
by the law department, then, and in that event, no 
appropiiation or payment shall be made for his or their 
See Appendix, L, M, and N. 
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payment except upon a certilicate of tlie justice or 
justices before whom the proceedings have been had 
that there was probable cause for taking such proceedings. 

City officers Sec. 114. Anj pcrson holding oiiice, whethei' by elec- 
flttU^omoe^ tion or appointment, who shall, during his term of office, 
accept, hold, or retain any other civil office of honor, trust, 
or emolument under the government of the United States 
(except commissioners for the taking of bail, or register of 
any court), or of the State (except the office of notary 
public or commissioner of deeds, or office of the national 
guard), or who shall hold or accept any other office con- 
nected with the government of the city of New York, or 
who shall accept a seat in the legislature, shall be deemed 
thereby to have vacated every office held by him under 
nor more tho dty govemment. No person shall hold two city or 
county of- county offices, except as expressly provided in this act ; 
nor shall any officer under the city govemment hold or 
retain an office under the county government, except 
when he holds such office ex-officio, by virtue of an act 
of the legislature; and in such case he shall draw no 
salary for such ex-officio office. 

\_Am&>ided l>y adding the foUowiny — sec. 21, cha/p. 
consHiting 'i'57, laws of 1873.] This section shall not be con- 

strued to apply to civil or consulting engineers who 
may be appointed to superintend any specific work, 
on the part of the city of New York. 

Seii. 115. {As amended hy sec. 1, ohi/p. 476, la/ms 
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^1875.] Whenever the commiBsioner of public works Pe 
of the city of New York shall certify and report to '^ 
the hoard of aldermen of said city that the safety, 
health, or convenience of the pubHc requires the re- 
pavement of any streets, avenues, or public places in 
said city, said board of aldermen ahall have the power 
to direct by ordinance or resolution, the repavement 
of said streets, avenues, or public places, in the man- 
ner specified and of the materials approved of and 
recommended by said commissioner of public works, 
which work shall be done by and under the direction 
of the department of public works, according to law. 
In case any of the streets, avenues, or public places oi 
in said city shall have been once paved, and the ex- 
pense thereof assessed upon the owners of adjoining 
and benefited property, the cost of the repaving 
thereof shall be borne by a general assessment upon 
all taxable property in said city. The cost of repav- Ri 
ing the streets, avenues, or public places, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this act, shall be included 
in the estimate of the department of public works, 
shall be appropriated by the board of estimate and 
apportionment, certified by the comptroller according 
to law, and inserted and included in the annual tax 
levies, and raised and collected by tax upon the estates 
subject to taxation in the city and county of New 
York, provided that the amount so appropriated and 
raised ehaU not exceed the sum of five hundred 
thousand dollars in any one single year.* 
" See Appendii, G. 
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;• Sec 116. The annual salaries to be paid to persons 
herein named shall be as follows, and such salaries shall 
be in full for all services rendered by them to the city or 
county, in any capacity whatever : 

To the mayor, twelve thousand dollars. 

To the comptroller, ten thousand doUara. 

To the commissioner of public works, ten thousand 



To the corporation counsel, fifteen thousand dollars ; 
and all legal costs collected by him shall be paid into the 
treasuiy of the city. 

To the president of the board of police, eight thousand 
dollars. 

To the commissioners of police, other than the presi- 
dent, six thousand dollars each. 

To the president of the department of parks, six thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

To the commissioners of parks, other than the president, 
nothing. 

To the president of the fire department, seven thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

To the fire commissioners, other than the president, five 
thousand dollars each. 

To the president of the department of charities and 
correction, six thousand five hundred dollars. 

To the commissioners of charities and correction, other 
than the president, five thousand dollars each. 
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To the president o£ the health department, eix thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

To the commi^ioner of health, other tlian the president, 
five thousand dollars. 

[Amended h/ see. 23, cha^. 757, laws oflHZ^ To 
the members of the board of aldermen, other than 
the president, four thousand dollars each, and to the 
members of the board of assistant aldermen, four 
thousand dollars each during their present term of 



To the president of the board of aldermen, five 
thousand dollars. 

To the president of the department of taxes and assess- 
ments, six thousand five hundred dollars. 

To the commissioners of taxes and asse^raents, other 
than the president, five thousand dollars each. 

To the president of the department of docks, six thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 

To the commissioners of docks, other than the presi- 
dent, three thousand dollars each. 

[Amended ly seo. 10, ch<^. 547, laws of 1874.] To 
the superintendent of buildings, eix thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

[Amended by sec. 23, ehc^. 757, laaos o/1873.] To 
the commissioners of accounts, appointed by the 
mayor, three thousand dollars each. 
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No subordinate in any department shall receive a 
greater salary tlian the highest salary paid to the 
head of the department, except the superintendent of 
poHce, whose salary shall not exceed ten thousand 
dollars per annum. The salaries of the justices of 
the district courts is hereby fixed at eight thousand 
dollars each per annum. 



Sbo. 117. The terms of office of the present c 
sioners of police, except as hereinbefore expressly pro- 
vided, fire commissioners, commissioners of charities and 
correction, commissioners of docks, commissioners of 
health, commissioners of parks, except as hereinbefore 
expressly provided, commi^ioners of taxes and assess- 
ments, superintendent of buildings, commissioner of 
jurors, city marshals, inspectors of weights and measures, 
members of all commissions or hoards appointed to super- 
intend the construction or repair of any public building 
in the city of New York, and of all commissions and 
boards heretofore appointed by the mayor,, or the mayor 
and aldermen, save and except as hereinbefore expressly 
provided, and all members of any board, and all persons 
whatever heretofore appointed by the comptroller ; of the 
chamberlain and all other officers hereinbefore authorized 
to be appointed by the mayor and board of aldermen, 
shall cease, terminate and expire on the first day of May, 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-three, unless an, 
appointment of a aueeessor shall be sooner made as herein- 
before provided, in which case the term of office of the 
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t ineumbent eliall cease, and the person so appointed 
shall enter upon his office on the first Monday succeeding 
such appointment ; and no appointment of any auhordi- 
nate in any department, made after the passage of this 
act and before said date, sliall be valid beyond such date. 
Tho terms of office of the superintendent of poHce, the 
surgeons of police, the chief engineer of the fire depart- 
ment, the inspector of the fire apparatus, the superintend- 
ent of horses, and the superintendent of the repair 
yard in the fire department, the fire marshal and his 
deputies, shall cease and determine five days after tho 
appointment of the head of the police and fire depart- 
ment respectively, and the terms of all subordinates in 
every department, except officers and men of the ■police 
force and the firemen and officers of the fire companies, 
shall ceaae and determine as soon aa the heads of the 
department herein provided to he appointed shall appoint 
others in their places. Upon the appointment of their ri 
successors all the foregoing officers shall deliver over to ^ 
such succe^ora all property of every kind, and all books 
and papers in their use and possession, respectively, be- 
longing to the city or any department thereof. The pro- 
visions of this section, relating to the vacating of any of 
the offices therein mentioned and the delivery of property, 
may be enforced by mandamus. But nothing in this 
section shall affect exceptions and savings in the twenty- 
fifth section of this act contained. 

Sec. 118. The several departments shall continue to oe 
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i the same powers and perforin the same duties as 
heretofore, except as herein otherwise provided. 

|t Seo. 119. The city of New York is hereby excepted 
from the provisions of an act entitled an act to establish a 
metropolitan police district, and to provide for the govern- 
ment thereof, passed April fifteen, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-seven, and of the acts amendatory thereof, and any 
sections of statutes and provisions of law which created 
said district are hereby repealed; and the city of Kew 
York is also hereby excepted from the provisions of the 
act entitled an act to create a metropolitan sanitary 
district and board of health therein, for the preservation 
of life and health, and to prevent spread of disease, 
passed February twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred and eixty- 
bIx, and of the acts amendatory thereof, and any sections 
of statutes and provisions of law which created said 
district are hereby repealed ; and the city of New York 
is also hereby excepted from the provisions of an act 
entitled an act to create a metropolitan fire district, and 
establish a fire department therein, pa^ed March thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-five, and the acts amendatory 
tliereof, and any sections of statutes and provisions of law 
which created said district are hereby repealed. The act 
to amend the charter of the city of New York, passed 
April seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty ; and the act 
to amend the charter of the city of New York, passed 
April second, eighteen hundred and forty-nine ; and the 
act to amend an act entitled an act to amend the charter 
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of the eity of New York, passed April second, eighteen 
hundred and forty-nine, passed July eleventh, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-one ; and the act further to amend the 
charter of the city of New York, passed April twelfth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three ; and the act supplemen- 
tary to an act entitled an act further to amend the charter 
of the city of New York, passed April twelfth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three, passed June fourteenth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three ; and the act to amend the charter 
of the city of New York, passed April fourteen, eighteen 
hundred and fif ty^even ; and the act relative to the 
charter of the city of New York, passed April three, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-three ; and the act to make 
provision for the government of the city of New York, 
passed June third, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight ; and 
the act entitled an act to reorganize the local govern- 
ment of the dty of New York, passed April fifth, 
eighteen hundred and seventy ; and the act entitled an 
act to make further provisions for the government of the 
city of New York, passed April twenty-six, eighteen 
hundred and seventy (save sections twenty -seven and 
twenty-nine thereof); and the sixth section of an act 
entitled an act concerning the police life insurance fund, b: 
and the powers and duties of the police department off™ 
the city of New York, passed Mkrch seventeen, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-one ; and the act entitled an act to 
amend an act to reorganize the local government of the 
eity of New York, passed April fifth, eighteen hundred 
and seventy, passed April the eighteenth, eighteen 
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leoption to hundred and seventy-one (save so mucli of section five 
thereof as relates to the eetablishnient of a scale of water 
rents, and sections six and seven of said act) ; and the act 
entitled an act to make provision for the local govern- 
ments of the city and connty of New York, passed April 
nineteen, eighteen hundred and seventy-one, so far as said 
act relates to the city of New York, are hereby repealed ; 
and all acts or parts of acta inconsistent with the provisions 
of this act are also herehy repealed ; but the repeal of the 
act hereinabove cited of April fifth, eighteen hundred and 
seventy, and the acts passed subsequently thereto and 
hereinabove cited or referred to, so far as the same or 
either of them relate to any department by this act created, 
shall not take effect until the organization of any snch 
longaii ana department as provided for in tliis act. The charters of 
iB chari™. the city of New York, known as Dongan and 
Montgomerie charters, so far as the same or either of 
them are now in force, not inconsistent with the provisions 
of this act, shall continue and remain in full force. This 
section shall not prejudice or affect any right accrued or 
legal proceeding commenced by reason of anything con- 
tained in the acts hereby repealed, and so accrued and 
commenced before this act takes effect, except so far as 
iratnances kerein specially provided for. The ordinances of the 
MOO- common council of the city of New York, in force on the 
iirst day of April, eighteen hundred and seventy, and all 
ordinances passed and adopted since the first day of May, 
eighteen hundred and seventy, and in force at the time of 
the passage of this act, are hereby revived and continued 
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in full force as city ordinances, subject to modification, 
amendment or repeal by the common coimcil of said city.* 

Seo. 120. [As amendedh/ sec. 24, cha^. 757, Imoa (j/'tmi 
1873.] This act shall take effect immediately, except g™' 
as otherwise provided iu the previous section ; but "*^' 
nothing therein contained shall be in any wise held 
to extend or continue the term of office of any of 
the persons mentioned in section one hundred and 
seventeen, beyond the first day of May, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-three. 

* See Appendix, 0, 
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APPENDIX. 



Chapter 515. 

Ah Act to amend an act entitled "An act to reorganize the 
local government of the city of New York," passed April 
thirtietb, eighteen hnndred and seventy-three. 

Passed May 1 8 4 three Mths he ug preaen 

Tlie P lie j fif Stzi of Nert 1 rA ep e e ted i '^'^i-ite a d 
Isse my n at m flma 

Section 1 '^ect un four of ohai ter three hiindired and thirty fi t of 
the li s of e ghteen h mdred and seventv three entitipd kn act to 
rporo'in IK the Inc 1 goven nent E the ty ot Npw York i, h r ly 
endel so ■is t re'id i. follows 

fc, 4 The In r 1 of ildermen cow in fE ^ siiU hold fHoe untd the a 
first Monday m January in the year e ghteen hundred snd oevectv oi 
five the Baine beng the teem for wh ch they v re lectpl Therp 
shall be twenty t TO aliermen tl ted at the ge era! state election n 
wh ch shall occar in the e'ir e ghteen hundred and seyenty four 
three of who n s! ill be eleetel a each senate d etr t eioept the e ghth 
senate district, and shall be residents of the district in. which they are 
elected, but no voter shall vote for more than two of said aldennea. 
In the territory comprised within the eighth senate district, and the 
twenty-third and twenty-fourth wards, there ahall be elected four 
aldermen, and the aldermen to be elected in aaid diBtrict may reside 
either in said eig'hth senate district or in the twenty-third and twenty- 
fourth wards, but no voter shall vote for more than three of the said 
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jwrson so elected to fill aay such yaoaccy shall aerve until h 5r« d y 
of January, at noon, next auoceeding the first general elect n oc mug 
not less than thirty daya after the happening of aucb vaca 

beyond the expiration of the term in which the yacancy shall occur ; 
and at such election a person shall be elected to serve the remainder, 
if any, of such unespired terra. From and after the termination of 
the term, of office of the board of assistant aldermen as herein provided, 
the board of aldermen stall alone constitute the common council and 
shall exercise the entire legislative powers of the said city. 

Sbo. 4.* This aot shall take effect immediately. 
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An Act to consolidate the gavemment of the city and county 
of New York, and further to I'egulate the same. 

Peasea April 30, mi ; tHrce-flfths being preaent. 

The People of the State of Sew York, represented in Senate and 
Aeaembly, do enaat asfalhrss : 

Section 1. Tie countj" of New York and the corporation known by Con»oHfl»- 
the name of " the major, aldermen, and commonalty of the oity of 
New Tork" shall be one body corporate and politic by the said name; 
and aii the rights, property, interesta, claims, and demands of the 
county of New York, and of the superviaors or board of superyisqiB of 
the said county of New Tork, are hereby rested in and shall henceforth 
belong to the said corporation ; hut nothing' contained in this act shall Exieting 
abrogate or impair or in anywise affect any existing' right or interest, unimpslrffli. 
except to vest it in the said corporation. 

SbC "^ For all purposes the local administration and government of 
th ty d unt fNwlkhOIb andbptrmdhth 
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and in the name of the said corporatiou. 
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owere and Sbc. 3. AH the powers and duties that now ace or hereafter may be 
lard of conferred or charged upon the board of enpecviaors of the said city and 
■ansfcrred county shall be eseroieed and perfonned by the board of aldermen o£ 
dermen. said city as such, subject, nevertheless, to the like power of approval 
or rejection by the mayor of said city, as is or may be required by law 
in respect to acta of the common council of said city, except that 
when by the constitution or laws of this state any action is specifically 
required to be taien by the board of supervisors of said city and 
couniiy, which cannot, under any power conferred by this act or other- 
wise, be taken in any other manner, such action may be taken by the 
said board of aldermen as the board of supervisors of the said city 
and county. 

unds ivBid Skc. 4. All funds and moneys now held by or payable to any officer as 

■eaeurcr. county treasurer of the said city and county ahaU henceforth be deemed 

to be held by him solely as the funds and moneys of said corporation, 

esoept Buch funds and moneys as shall be held by and payable into the 

trensuiy of the state of New York. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 



An Act explanatory of " An act to consolidate the government 
of the city and county of New York, and further to regulate 

Faeeed April 80, 1874 ; three-fifths being preaeat. 

The Perils of the State of Jfere York, repruented m Senate and 
Assembly, do enact asfdUoioa: 

Section 1. Nothing in the act entitled " An act to consolidate the 
government of the city and county oi New York, (uid further to r^ru- 
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late the same," ahaU be oonsfcrned to affect tlie election and appoint- 
ment of county ofScers whose election or appointment is provided for Oi 
by the constittttioii of this state, the apportionment of members of 
assembly, ot any other pnrpoeea for whicb the city and county of New 
York ia recognized in the constitution as one of the counties of this 



Sue. 3. Thia act shall take effect immediately. 



Chapter 757. 

An Act to amend chapter three hundred and tliiity-five of the 
laws of eighteen hundred and seventy -three, entitled "An 
act to reorganize the local government oi the city of New 
York," passed April thirteenth,* eighteen hundred and 
seventy-threp 

Paaaed June 13, 1S?3 ; threo-flf ihs boiEg present. 
Th^ Pwple of the State of Iieu> York, represented in Senate and 
Asgem!)^, do enact im follows : 

Section 1. Section four of chapter three hundred and thirty-iiYe of 
the laws of eigiteen hundred and seventy-three, entitled "An act to 
reorganize the local government of the city of New York," passed April 
thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-three, ia hereby amended (see 
chap. 515, I^aws 18W), 



n of said chapter is hereby amended so aa to read 



§ 7. Every member expelled from either board shall thereby forfeit 
all his rights and powers as alderman or assistant alderman. 
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Sbc!. 3. Section eight of aoid ctapter is hereby amended so as to read 
as follows : 

§ 8. The stated and oocaaional meetings of each board shall be 
regulated by its own resolutions and rules, and both boards may meet 
at the same time or on different days, as they may severally deem 
expedient. 

Sec. 4. Section ten of said chapter is hereby amended so aa to read 
as follows ; 

§ 10. The mayor shall return such ordiuaaoe or resolution to the 
board in which it ori^^inated within ten days after receiving it, or at the 
next meeting of such board afisr the expiration of said ten days. 



Sec, 5, The first period ( 
amended so aa to read as follows : " Tlie clerk of the board of aldermen 
shall, by virtue of hia office, be clerk of the common council and of the 
board of supervisors, and shall perform all the duties heretofore per- 
formed by the clerk of the common council, except such aa shall bo 

assigned to the oleck of the boBxA of assistant aldermen, withont 
additional compensation to that paid him as clerk of the board of 
aldermen." 

Sec. 6. The tenth subdivision of the seventeenth section of said 
chapter is hereby amended, by adding thereto, at the end thereof, the 
words followmg; "and to provide for regulating, grading, flagging, 
curbing, guttering and lighting streete, roads, places and avenues," 
Sec, 7. Section twenty is hereby amended so as to read ae foUowa : 
§ 20. The mayor in office on April twenty-ninth, eighteen hundred 
' and seventy-three, shall hold office until the first day of January, in the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-five. The mayor shall be the chief 
executive officer of the corporation shall be elected at a gener'il elec- 
tion, and hold his office for the term of two years commenijng on the 
first day of January nest after his election The first electifn for 
mayor under this act shall be at the geneiai election in Njvember, in 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four. 
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Ssc 8. The twenty-cmtli seclioa of the said ctaptei; is hereby 
amended by adding- at the end of the seventh clause or sontenoe of said 
section the words : " But this provision shall not apply to work done or 
supplies furnished, not involving the expenditure of more than one 
thousand dollars, pursuant to section ninety-one of this act " And the 
said section ia further amended by adding at the end thereof the words 
f oUowii^ : ' ' The comptroller shall furnish to each head of department, fioropfroik r 
weekly a statement of the uneii ended balance of the ai propriation of unekiyetiite- 
his dej ixtnient w a^s and aalanes includmg paj menta for the board 
of education mai be piid upon pay rt lis upon nhioh eath ptrson Wnges ana 
named theretn shall epparately receipt for tlie amount paid tt such be paid upon 
person aad m every case of payment upon a pay roU the warrant ter 
the a^re£,ate amo mt of v. tt?es and salaries mtludtd therem may be 
made payable to the superintendent j nncipal tcather fortmin or othti 
offlcer dtaigTuted for the puri t se 

Sec. 9. Section seventy -three of the said chapter is hereby amended 
by striking out of the same the words " ninety-seven " and inserting in 
place thereof the words ' ' ninety-one. " 

Seo, "10. Section seventy-five of said chapter is hereby amended ao 
B^ to read as follows : 

§ 75. No money beloaging' to the city, or city and coonly, of New Moneynot to 
York, raised by taxation upon the property of the citizens thereof, sted to 
shall be appropriated in aid of any rehgions or denominational school, ocdenom!- 
neither shall any property, real or personal, belonging to said city, or sohoois. 
said city and county, be disposed of to any suoh school, except upon 
the sale thereof at public auction after the same baa been duly adver- 
tised, at which BSle such school shall be the highest bidder, and upon 
payment of the sum so bid into the city treasury ; neither shall any 
property belonging to the city, or city and county, be leased to any 
school under the control of any religious or denominational institution, 
except upon such terms as city property may be leased to private 
parties after the same has been duly advertised. 
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Sec. It. Section aeventy-eight of said chapter is herely amended so 
aa to read as followe : 
spart- § 78. No person ahull ever be appointca to membeTship ia tie fire 
nafor department, or continue to liold raemherahip therein, who ia not a 
oitiaen of the United States, or who has ever beer. coiiTicted of crime, 
or wio cannot read and write understandijigly in the English language, 
or who stall not have resided within the state one year. 

Sec. 13. Section e^hty-seoond i Ihpt h Ijmddl 
of adding thereto as follows : " Th th nty d t 1 j. w 

5. ferred or enjoined upon the m t pit b ard f h 1th by h pte 
SBTenty-four of the laws of eight hdi 1 ty anlth 
several acta amendatory thereof i 1 V j tt 1 seq t 1 w f 

this state, and upon the several ffi. Am mb f did t 

inconsistent with the provisions f this t ar 1 ! f ired p 

and vested in or enjoined upon, ind hiJl h ft b 1 la ly 
cised in the eitry of New York, b th h ilth d l rtm t d board f 
health, created by this act, and bj th ffi t th d b rd f 

health and the said health dej tm t i th ''am ar t b 
cised in the manner specified in the said chapter seventy-four of the 
laws of e^hteen hundred and sixby-ais, and the several acta amendatory 
thereof, and by any other subsequent laws ol the state, and in con- 
formity to the provisions of this act." 

Sbc. 13. The eighty-third section of s^d chapter 
by striking out therefrom the words ' ' for the ci 

Sec. 14. The eighty-fourth section of said chapter is hereby amended 
by Btriking oat therefrom the word ' ' four. ' ' 

Sbc. 15. The eighty-fifth section of said chapter is hereby amended 
so as to read bs follows : 

§85, There shall be a department called the "department of build- 
ings," which shall be under the control of an officer who shEJI be known 
as the " auperintendent of buildings," and shall be the same person 
nominated as ' ' commoasioner of buildii^ " by the mayor of the city of 
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New York, on the Sfteentli day of May, one thousand eight hundred 
and aeventy-three, and confirmed by the board oi aldermen of eaid 
city, on the sixteenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventry-three ; which said superintendent shall hold ofHce for the full 
term for which said commissioner was appointed, unless sooner re- 
mored, as provided by law, for the removal of heads of departments. 

The eighty-sixth section of said chapter is hereby amended so sb to 
read as follows : 

§ 86. Each anfl aU the powers and duties of said department, and 
all its officers and employees and subordinates, and their qualifications, powers and 
shall, continue and be exercised as non-aathorized by special Jaws in 
relation to buildings in tlie city of Hew York, and. it shall not be lawful 
for any oflicer or employee in said department to be engaged in con- 
ducting or carrying on business as an architect, carpenter, mason or 
builder whilt holding office in aaid department. The one hundred and 

sixteenth, section of said chapter is hereby amended by striking out 
therefrom the words "to the commissioner" and "surveyor" of build- 
ings four thousand dollars " each," and inserting in lieu thereof " to Pses. 
the superintendent of buildings four thousand dollars, " 

Sec. 16. Section ninety-six of eaid chapter is hereby amended by 
inserting after the word " government," in the first line thereof, the 
following words, via., " except the city marshals." Said section is 
hereby further amended by adding at the end thereof the following; 
"But nothing herein contained shall be construed so as to repeal, 
modify or otiierwise affect the provisions of the fourteenth section of 
chapter seven hundred and forty-two of the laws of eighteen hundred 
and seventy-one. " 

Sko. 17. Section one hundred and two is hereby amended by insert- ^^^^ "^ l™ 
ing in the third section thereof, after the words, but if said property be property, 
" market property," the following words, viz., " eseepting the market 
between Sixteenth and Seventeenth streets, east of Avenue C, the mar- 
ket in Goverueur slip, and the market in Old slip." 
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Sec. is. Seotion one handred and three of said chapter is hereby 
repealed. 
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be procured in such mannei and oil such terms and conditions as the 
aaid ofBcers shall deem to be for the best intereste of the oifcy." 

Seo. 30. Section one hundred and twelve of said chapter is hereby 
amended by inserting in the first sentence of the same, after the words 
"and branch thereof," the following words, viz., "and the board of 
education ;" and also by inserting in the fourth sentence, after the words 

"the heads of depaitmenta," the following words, viz., "and the board 
of education," The aaid aection is hereby further amended by adding at 
the end thereof the following : "Any balances of appropriations re- 
!d maining unexpended, after allowing sufficient to satisfy all claims pay- 
able therefrom, may, at any time, after the expiration of the year for 
which they were made, be transferred by the comptroller, with the 
approval of said board of estimate and apportionment, to tho general 
fund of the city, and applied to the reduction of taxation. ' ' 

Sec. 31. Section one hundred and fourteen of said chapter shall 
not be construed to apply to civil or consulting engineers who may be 
appointed to saperintend any specific work on the part of the city of 
New York. 

8gc. 33. Section one hundred and fifteen of said chapter is hereby 
amended so as to read as foUowa : 

§ 115. No street, avenue, or public place in the city of New York, 
of which has been once paved, and the expense thereof paid for by the 
in owners of the adjoining property, by assesament, shall hereafter he 
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paved at their p use hlly'tu tthfl pod 

unless fcte aara hall b p 1 1 If ly m j t f th wn ta f 
the property ( h h 11 1 1 th rni f m ] ntj t th f t 

feetl on the liu f th 1 1 d mr m t 1 an d anoe 
Telt htf 1 if yi twhhh tbee 

p 1 1 Pd f b 3 t f th wu f th d] mg p perty to 

bfftddfwhl tiithb ted mto w d 

t ttml hbydlardto! pt 1 d 

Ex jtt laii p t tel 1 m t hall b lail d p t t d 

rtilhUbdrtidf btdf phd pt 

and h nst th t th an 1 t and bl 

pptntf mptt fch dt t ui hhhUb 

p sccib dbythb df tmt djpt t 

3Thtprti i t hliani t i aaid 

h pto f ring t th 1 y f mb £ th b aid f li m 
d m ml f th h d f assistant aid m d th t i t t 

aaid ti fngtoth lyfthpdttl II 

Id hbmdJ tollll 

To the members of the board of aldermen, other than the president, gaiar(eB_ 
four thousand doUara each ; and to the members of the hoard of 
assiatant aldeimen, four thousand dollars each, during their pieaent 
term of office. 

To the president of the board of aldermen, five thouaa,nd dollars. 
That portion of said section referring- to the salary of the commis- aaiartes <* 
is hereby amended so as to read as follows : era of 

acooTiata appointed by the mayor, three 
thousand dollars each. 

The last subdivision of said section one hundred and sisteen is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows : 

Ko subordinate in any department shall receive a greater salary than 
the highest salary paid to the head of the department, except the 
superintendent of the police, whose salary shall not exceed ten thousand 
dollars per annum. 
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The salary of the juBticea of tte distriot c;ourts is hetebj fixed at 
eight thousand dollars each per ajmum. 

Sec. 34. Section one hundred and twenty of said chapter is hereby 
amended by striking out therefrom the words "ia section one hundred 
and twenty-two," and inserting in place tiiereof the words " in section 
one hundred and s< 



35. This act shall take effect immediately. 



Chapter 1129. 

At( Act to amend an act entitled " An act 
govei'nment of the city of Hew York," 
eighteen hundred and seventy-three. 

Paaaed April 21, 1S76 ; tbic^-fiftha beb 

TIw People of the State of Mew York, ■ 
AiiemUy^ do enaet as follows : 

Sbctioh 1. Section thirty-five of chapter three hundred and thirty- 
five of the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy -three, entitled " An 
act to reorganise the local government of the city of New York," passed 
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unleaa itE officers shall agree to pay into the city treasury iotereat on 
the daily balaaoea at a rate to be fixed by the mayor and chambarlam., 
ajid the said comptroller of fche city of New York, by a majority vote, 
which rate shall not be leas than two and one-ha,lf per eeat. The said 
chftmberlain shall keep books atowing the receipts of moneys from alJ 
sources, and designating the sources of the same, and ulao showing the 
amounts paid from time to time on account of the Eevecal appropria- 
tions ; and no warrant shall be paid on account of any appropriation 
after the amount aathoriEed to he raised for that speciflo purpose shall 
have been expended. The said chamberlain shall once in eaolj week 
report in writing to the mayor and to the comptroller all moneys 
received by him, the amonnts of all warrants paid by him since his last 
report, and the amount remaining to the credit of the city and county 
of New York respectively. The said chamberlain shall receive the sum 
of thirty thouaajid dollars annually, and no more, for all his services as Salary, 
■chamberlain of said city and as county treasurer of the county of New 
Tork in lien of salary and of all interest, fees, commissions and emolu- 
ments ; and all such interest, fees, oommisaions and emoluments shall 
be accounted for and paid over by him to the city treasury. He may 
appoint and remove at pleasure, a deputy ohamberlain and such clerks Maj Bppi 
and aaaistanta as may be cecesaary, whose salaries, together with all 
the expenses of his office, stall be paid wholly by him, and shall in no 
case be a public charge. The commissions provided by law, and 
received by him for receiving- and paying over the state taxes, and all 
interest accrued on deposits shall be paid by him to the ci 
of the sinking f cmd. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Cl\apter 300. 

Ah Act to amend chapter three hundred and thirty-five of the Is^ 
of eighteen hundred and seventy-three, entitled "An act to 
reorganize the local government of the city of New York," passed 
April thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-three, and the 
acts amendatory thereof. 

The Pet^e of the State of New York^ represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows : 

Section 1. Section tliirtj-nine of chapter three hundred and thirty- 
flve of the laws of eighteen hundred and aeveuty- three, entitled "An 
act to reorganize the local govenuneiit of the city of New York," 
paesed April thirtieth, eighteen hundred, and aeventy-three, is hereby 
amended ho as to read a,8 follows : 

§ 39. The police depajtment shall have for its bead a board to con- 
. Bist of four persona, to be known as police commissioners of the city of 
New York, who shall, except those first appointed, hold their offices 
for siK years, unleaa sooner removed as herein provided. The office of 
the police commissioner of the city of Neiv Tork, whose term of office 
expires on the first day of May, eighteen hundred and seventy-four, is 
hereby abolished on and after said date ; the police department, on and 
after the first day of May, eighteen hundred and seventy-four, shall be 
under the charge and control of four commi^onera, who shall perform 
all the duties and exercise all the powers now by law conferred or 
imposed upon the poiioe depaiment of the city of New York. 

Sec. 3. Section eighty-four of chapter three hundred and thirty-five 
of the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-three, entitled "An act to 
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leorgauize the local goyermnent of the oity of New York," paosed 
April thirfcieth, eigtteen hundred and seventj- three, is hereby amended 
BO as to read as follows : 

§ 84. This department shall be under the charge of a board, to con- pt 
sist of four members, who, except those first appointed, shall hold 
their offices tor five years, unleBs Hoonor remoTOd as herein provided. 
The ofSce of the commiaaioner of parks, whose term of office expires on 
the first day of May, eighteen hundred and seTenty-four, is hereby 
abolished oh and after said date. The department of public parka on Ol 
and after the first day of May, eighteen hundred and eeTenty-foux, m 
shall be nndor the charge and control of four commisaionera, who iai 
shall perform all the duties and exercise all ths powers now by law 
conferred or imposed upon the department of public parks of the city 
of New York. 

Seo. 3. The mayorof said city shall hereafter appoint, without confir- V 
mation of the board of aldermen, a person orpereoas to fill any vacancy 
or yacancies which now exists or may hereafter occur from death, 
resignation or oauae other than the expiration of the full term in any 
office to which, of the proviMona of the twenty-fifth section of chapter 
three hundred and tbirty-five of the laws of eighteen hundred and 
seventy -three, he is empowered to appoint by and with the consent of 
the board of aldermen. 

Sec. 4 Thia act shall take effect immediately 
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Chapter 476. 

An Act to provide for a uniform system 
streets, avenues, and public places in tt. 

TaBEsa Maj as, ISTO ; tlitee-flrtlia brfng ptesiait. 
TTie Pe(^le of the State of Nem York, represented, i: 



'X of public worba of the city 
t^ of New York stall oertiify and Tepoit to tlie board of aldermen of aaid 
it „f city that the safety, health, or conveiiienoe of the public requires the 
cepavement of any streets, avenues, or public places in. said city, said 
board of aldarmen ahall have the power to direot by ordinance or reso- 
lution the repavement of said streets, avenues, or public places, in the 
*■ manner specified and of the materials approved of and recommended 
by said commissioner of public works, which work shall be done by and 
one under the direction of the department of public works, according- to 
K- law. In case any of the streets, avenues, or public places in said city 
sliall have been once paved, and the expense thereof assessed upon the 
owners of adjoining' and benefited property, the oost of the repaving 
thereof shall he borne by a general assessment upon all tasable property 
-int in said city Th t f p ingfch t t venues, orpublieplaoes, 
iid in accord th th \ vis ns f th act shaJl be included in the 

estimate f h d i aitm t f i 1 1 k shall be appropriated by 

the board f stun t d pi ti nm t tlfii d by the comptroller 
according t 1 w d m rt d and m 1 d d m the annual tax levies, 
and raised d lltdljt pnth t. tes subject to taxation in 
the city and county of New York, provided that tlie amount so appro- 
priated and raised shall not exceed the sum of five hundred thousand 
doUars in any one single year. 
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Sec. 3. All acts and parts of acts whioh are inoonsistent with the pro- 
visions of this act are hereby repealed so far as they relate to this aot 

Sbc. 3. This act shall take efiect immediately. 



Ctiapter 726. 



Passed Jnno 12, 18T3 ; tHree-fittha being present. 
The People of t/ie State of New Tiir/c, represented m Senate and 
Asaemblff, doenaet asfoUmne: 

Section 1. The fire oommi^ioners of tie oity of N wY 1. 
hereby empoweced and directed to ocg-anize, in the fire d pa tm nt f 
the city of Kew Yort, a corps to be knowa as the corps of pp r~J nd 
minere. Said corja shall be composed of not esceeding th m mb 
either officers or private firemen, of each company in sail fi d p t 
ment, and said memberB shall be appointed by said Sre c m ss 
upon the nomination of the chief engineer of said fire dep tm t 

Sec. 3. The said fire commissioners shall appoint a ai t U !& 
who shall be skilled in the use of explosives, whose duty t h II t t 
instruct and drill said corps in the use of esplosives, and t d 

corps snch other ioetruotion as may be required to qu 1 fy th m t 
effectuallj discharge the duties imposed upon them by th t b t 
officer shall receive an annual salary of two thousand dolla and h 
salary shall be raised and paid in the same manner as th In f 
the other olEcecs appointed by bhe said fire ci 
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8bc. 3. Whenever, under and by virtue of the acts relating' to the 
extinguishment of fires in the eaid city of New Tork, tte destruction 
or pulling down of anj building or buildings shall bo deemed neceesarj, 
and shall be ordered by the er^ineer in command at any fire in said 
city, it shall bo tho duty of said corps, or any member or members 
thereof, by the direction of the said engineer in command at such fire, 
to level and destroy Buoh building or buildings by the use of explosives, 
for the purpose of arresting the spread of such fire, and it sha,ll be 
lawful for them to enter and take possession of the same for such 
pvirpoees. 

Sbc. i.. The said fire oommisaioners Hhail establish in the city of New 
York one or more depots for the storage and safe keeping of such ex- 
plosivcB as may be required for the use of said corps, and may limit the 
quantity of any such explosives to be kept at any one of such depots, 

Seo. 6. All acts or portions of acts inconsistent with the provisions of 
this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 6. This act shall take efieet immediately. 



(I.) 
Chapter 839. 

An Act to authorize the board of health of tho health depart- 
ment of the city of New York to make a contract to remove 
the contents of sinks and privies in said city. 

Passed Jime S8, 1873 ; three-Bf tha being present. 

The People of the State of JVeui Yoric, rqrre^ented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact asfoSovts: 

Sbctior l.'The board of health of the health department of the 
city of New York ia hereby authoriaed to contract with any responsible 
person or persons, up to the first of May, eighteen hundred and sev- 
enty-five (or the aooner determination of a contract made by and be- 
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tween the mayor ildennen, and conrnionaltT of aaid oitv of the one 
part and Daniel GiUighec of the other pirt bearing date M'ly first, 
eighteen hundred and sixty five by which the former igreed amon^ 
other things to dehver to thi, Htter ill the lontente of sinks and 
priTioH IB therein specihed until the fir«t of Miv eighteen hundred 
and seventy five) to furnish during the day is well as tbe night the 
necessary boata for receiTing and recaovinj andtorenirve and deliver 
all the content" of sinks and priMes ss Thomas Andrens by a ooii 
tract between him and the mayor aldermen ind commtnalt\ of said 
city, bearing date May firht, eighteen handrcd and aixtj five, agreed to 
furnish for receiving and j:emovij!g, and to remove and deliver suoh 
contents, and in relation thereto, at a price not exceedi^ig thirty-three 
ttonaand dollars per annum, to he paid in equal monthly installinentB, 
and to require and receive satisfaetory security in such form and 
amount as such board may approve for the faithful performance, by the 
person or persona to whom such contract may be awarded, of all and 

every of the piovisioEs of such contract on his or their part. For any 
breach of said contract by such contracting party or parties, an action p, 
may be prosecuted in the name of the mayor, alderman,* and com- ^ 
monalty of the city of New York, in any court having jurisdiction 
thereof, against said party or parties, his or their sureties, or both, to 
recover the damages saatained by such breach or breaches, as the same 
may from time to time occur; but nothing in this section contained 
shall be construed to legalize the oontra^it or contracts for the purposes 



Sec. 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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An Act to provide for tke completion of county builiiinga in the. 
city and county of New York. 

Paeaed June IS, 1873 ; clireo-flttlie boing present. 

The People 1/ i?ie State of New York, represented in Senate and 
AiaemUy, do enact m follows: 

Section 1. Tte teems of ofBoe of each and every commieeioner here- 

mo( butld- j^fgjQ appointed for the erection of buildinga for county purposes in 

the city and ooimty of New Yorli sliall be and are hereby declared to 

be terminated. And the persons nominated by the mayor of the citj 

of New York, and by and with the consent of the board of aldermen 

How appointed aa such commission ere, pucsuunt to chapter three hundred 

and thirty-fiTe of the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-three, 

shall be commisaioners for the purposes for which they are appointed, 

Powere and and shall liave and perform all the powers and duties given to such 

dn«M, commissionera by the existing- provisions of law. The compensation of 

Compensa- 8uch commissioners shall be fixed by the board of estimate and appor- 

''™- tionment, but shall in no case exceed the sum of two thousand dollars 



Sbc. 3. This act shall talce effect immediately. 
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Chapter 631. 

An Act tu aQieal chapter se^ea huiidierl md. tiftyieieu of the 
laws of eighteen hundred xcd seventy thies, entitled An 
act to amend chapter three hundred and thutj five of the 
laws of eighteen hundred and seventy three, entitled An 
act to reorganize the local government of the city of New 
York, ' ' paosed April thirteenth, eighteen hundri d and 
aeventv thiee 

FiiBsed Jime 31 187G thre&-lUtb9 being pteeent 
The People of the StaU of Jfeie Tori-, represented iii benate and 
AtiemMy, do enact as follows : 



Section 1. Section nmeteen of chapter seven hundred and flfty- 
aeven of tte laws of elgtteeu iundred and aevanty- three, entitled 
" An ant to amend chapter three hundred and thirtj-five of the laws 
of eighteen hundred and Beventy-three, entitled ' An act to reorganize 
the local government of the city of New York, ' ' ' passed April 
thirteenth, eighteen hundred and seventj-tbree, is hereby amended 
BO SB to read as follows : 

g 19. Section one hundred aaid eleven of the said chapter is hereby 
araeiided by adding at tJie end thereof the following ; ' ' Nothing herein F 
contained shall apply to any printing or snpplioa of stationery for tbe w 
mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the city of New York, where, by 
e of the mayor, counsel to the corporation, and the 
3r of public works, it shall be decided to have such printing 
done or euch stationery furnished without contraet let after advertise- 
ments for bids or proposals ; but in such cases such printing shall be 
done and such stationery procured in the manner, and on saoh terms 
and conditions as the said officers shall deem to be for tlie best in 
of the city. '' 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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(I..) 

Chapter 758. 

As Act in relation to the city of New York. 

PasBed June 13. 1878 ; three-flftliB being present. 

The People of the State of N&ib York, represented in Senate and 

Asi^emily, do enact as foUows ; 

Poweraoi SECTION 1. The boaid of estimate and appoctioament fons&ituted 

tiEuatc and bj aection one hundred and twelve of chapter three hundred and 
ment. thirtj-fiye of the laws of eighteen hundred and suventy-tiieK, la hereby 

authorized at any time before the flrat day of July nest, by the con- 
current vote of all the members of said board, to reoonsider, revise and 
redetermine any estimate made under the provisiona of aection eig'ht 
of chapter five hundred and aeventy-four of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and seyenty-one, and the estimatea so reconaidered roviaed 
and redetermined and approved by the ooncarrent vot f 11 th 
members of said board, shall thereby become appropi t d a. th 
amount of money required to defray all the various expen ea sary 

for conducting- the various boards, eommiaaiona and dp tm nta 
whether esecutive, judicial, legislative or administrative f th ty 
government, and also for paying- the interest on the city d bt d th 
principal of such debt falling due, and for providing for h t bl 
other objeota, and said amount shall be established and be th m t 
to be raised for such purposes by tax within the city and county of New 
York for the year eighteen hundred and seventy-three, and the amount 
thus eatabliahed shall be certified to the board of supervisors by the 
SupervlBers comptroller, and the said hoard of supervisors are hereby empowered 
Bmoiint ap- and directed to oanae the amonnt so certified to be raised and ooUecived 
^£^on. '1 ^^^ y^^"^ eighteen hundred and seventy -three by tax upon eatatea, 



Hosted byGOOgle 



real and personal, within the oity and county of New York subjeot to 
tasation. 

Sec. 3. Nothing contained in any act heretofore passed shall prevent Ai 
the payment of arrears of rent for armories and dcill-rooms in cases in «,• 
which the board of supervisors, since the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-two, shall have authoiiaed the leases of such 
!B and driil-rooKia to be canceled and the public use thereof to 
on condition of the payment of such arrears of rents, or in 
n whiob the premisea shall have been continuously occupied as 
ir drill-rooms until the present time, or until the expiration 
of the terms for wliich the same were leased. 

Sec. 3. Nothing contained in section one hundred and eleven of j^, 
chapter three hundred and thirty-five of the laws of eighteen hundred 
and seventy-three, shftO prevent the publication of any advertisement 
required by law ; provided, however, that no such publication shall be 
made unless the same is authorized by a concurrent vote of the mayor, 
corporation counsel and commissioner of public works. 

Sbc. 4. This act shall taie effect immediately. 



Chapter 308. 

Ah Act in relation to the estimates and apportionments fov the 
support of the government of the city of New York, 

Fwsed May 1, m4 ; three-aftba being present. 

The People oj thi. State >f New York represented in Senate ami 
Assemhl]/ do enwt n* toUows 

SBCrioN 1 The board of estimate and apportionment constituted 
by section one hundred and twelve of chiptcr three hundred and thirty- 
five of the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-three, is hereby au- 
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falling due in and for the year eighteen liundred uid seventy fiiir and 
for all liabilities of tip city of New \ocli. by rpason of the annesation 
■ thereto of territory latelj a part of Weatohester coonty artd for the 
espenaes of conducting the public business of said innexod tenitcrv 
for and during said yeir and tht liabilitiea meurred by the board of 
education of said terntori durmg the year e^htten hundred and ap\ 
enty-three, which are herpi v made an obligation of the city of New 
York i and the aggregate amount of said estimate after deducting the 
estimated amount of thp reyenues of the general fund of the city of 
New York, not otherwise Bpetifioally appropriated by law includmg 
surplus revenues of the tmkiog fund for the payment of interest on 
the city debt, shall be established and be tho amount to bo riised for 
all suoh purposes by tax, withiu the city and rounty o± Nen Yttk for 
the year e^hteen hundred and seventy four and the amount thus as 
tablished aha!! be certified to the board of supervisors by the comp 
troller ; and the said board of superviaora ara hereby emponerod and 
i directed to cause the amount an certified to be raised and collected m 
the year oightetn hundred inl seventy four by tas upon the estates 
by law subject to taxation withm the city -ind county of New York 
But the ag'gregatL amount ot the estimatea for the yeai eighteen huu 
dred and aeventy-four, to be made by the said board ot estimate and 
apportionment, ahall not esceed the amount of the estimate heretofore 



Hosted byGOOgle 



129 

made b; tlie said board, as aforesaid. In the estimate, so to be made, 
no sum shall be included, except the same be appropriated for a apeei- 
Sed department or purpose, and no sum shall be appropriated for Speraal con- 
special coDtingencioa. 

Sec. S. The said bca,rd of estimate and apportionment shall liave the UnespeniSea 
power at any time to transfer any appropriation for any year which lions may be 
may be fouud, by the head of the department for wbioh suet appropri- 
ation aball have been made, to be in excess of tbe araount lequiied or 
deemed to be necessary for the purposes or objects thereof, to such 
other porposea or objects for wbioh the appropriations are insufficient, 
or such as may require the same ; and if it is found at the time when 
the estimate is made of the expenses of conducting the public business 
of the city of New York for the nest succeeding fiscal year, that there 
will be a surplus or balance remaining unexpended of any appropriation 
then existing at the end of the current fiscal year, such surplus may be 
applied to like purposes in the next succeeding year. 

Sec. 3. The amountof moneyrequired by provision of section eigM of 
chapter seven hundred and two of the laws of eighteen hundred and 
seventy-two, to be included in the amount to bo raised by tax in the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-three, by section four of chapter 
ninety-five, laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-three, to be included 
in the amount to be raised by tax in the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-four, shall, instead of being raised in eighteen bundred and 
seventy-four, be raised and included in the amount to be levied by tax 
in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five ; and in anticipation of 
the levy and collection thereof, tie comptroller is authorized and re- compttollei 
quired to issue revenue bonds for such amounts as may from time to rev«™ 
time be required to be paid pursuant to tbe provisions of section seven of't^es to" 
of said chapter seven hundred and two of the laws of eighteen, hundred ' 
and seventy-two, such revenue bonds to be paid from tbe amounts so 
to he raised by tax in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five. Thia 
act shall not be construed to authorize said board to reduce or transfer 
any appropriation heretofore or hereafter made for the purposes of 
carrying out the provisious of the acts mentioned in thia section; and 
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esoept as bereia modified, all the provisions of chapter seven hundred 
and two of the lam» of eighteen hundred find seventy-two are confirmed 
and continued in full force and effect. 

Sec. i. No moneys shall be levied and raised ia the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-four by tax within the county of New York for the 
purposes authorized by section seventeen of chapter five hundred and 
thirty-five of the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy -three, excepting 
such expenses as may have been actually incurred by the oi 
said act named. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 



An Act in relntion to the catiiiiatos and apportionment for the 
support of the government of the county of New York, 



of tJie State of Nm To I rq -a d Srniaie ani 
', do enact asfdUows : 

Section 1. The board of estimate an i ai port onm nt oust t ted by 
section one of chapter seven hundred and ae en y n ne of th law f 
. e^hteen hundred and seventy-three, is he eb an ho la a ci 

rent vote of all the memhers thereof, at t t m b fo e th first day 
of July, eighteen hundred and seventy o e ons de and 

redetermine the estimate heretofore mad nde the p o n f ■ud 
act for the year eighteen hundred and se en y fou , and th tiraatea 
so reeonaidcred, revised, and redetermined and approved by the con^ 
current vote of all said members, shall thereby be appropriated as the 
amonnt of money required to defray alt the various expenses neceseary 
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for cooduoting the county gOTernnieQt, and for aupportn^ iamatea of 
aBjluma, reformatories, and eiaritable institutions chaJ^abla 1)J exist- 
ing proviaions of law upon fcbe oouuty of New York, and for defraying 
all I^al charges against tte county of New York under speciai laws, 
and also for paying tie interest on the county debt and the principal of 
auoh debt falling due in the year eighteen hundred and aeventy-fonr, 
and the proportion of the state tax for the year eighteen hundred and 
aeTcnty-four payable by sadd county, and thereupon to fis and deter- 
mine the amount of suoh estimates and Tarious espenaes aud oharges 
after deducting the eatiraated amount of county revenue not otherwise 
appropriated by law, which amount, when bo Sxed and determiued, 
shall be certified to the board of supervisors of the county of New York 
by the ComptroUer ; and said board of supervlHors are hereby empowered 
and directed to cause the amount so certified, to bo levied and oollcoted 
in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, by tax upon the eatatea 
within the county of New York subject to taxafcion. But the a^re- 
gate amount of the eatimafce for the year e^hteen hundred and seventy- Bstima 
foar, to be made by the said board of eatimate and apportionment, iiai. 
shall not exceed the amount of the estimate beretotore made by the 
said board as aforesaid. In the estimate ao to be made no sum shall be 
included, except the aame be appropriated for a specified department 
or purpose, and no sura shall be appropriated for special coutiogencies. 

Sec. S. The said board of estimate aud ■apportionment shall have the Appmi 
power at any time to transfer any appropriatiftn for any year which transte 
may be found by the head of the department for which such appropria- 
Ijon shall have been made to be in exceaa of the amount required or 
deemed to be neoeaaary for the purposes or objects thereof, to auoh 
other purposes or objects for whioh the appropriations are insuffioient, 
or auoh aa may require the aame ; and if it is found at the time whea 
the estimate is made of the expenses of conduoticg' the public buBicesa 
of the county of New York for the nest succeeding fiscal year, that 
there will be a surplus or balance remaining unexpended of any appro- 
priation than osisting at the end of the current Hacil year, such sur- 
plus may be applied to like pnrposoa in the next sucneeding year. 
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Sbo. 3. The payment of the bonda anthoriztd by scution three of 
chapter ninety-fiTB of the laws of eighteen hundred, and seventy- three, 
instead of corameucing in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, 
as therein provided, shall have the first iDatallmeot thereof paid in the 
yeur eighteen hundred and seventy-aix, and the othei- installments 
annually thereafter. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect imraediateiy. 



Ch.apter 326. 

An Act to limit in ceitain lespects the effect of certain repeal- 
ing clauses in a bill winch has p'^'Red the Senate and Assem- 
bly, at the present segsi in entitled in act to reot^anize 
the local govennnent of the city of Few York," so that such 
bill shalt as a liw confoim to the intent of the legislature. 

Passed April 30. ieT3 ; three-fifths being presenl. 

The People of the SiaU of JVi*D York, rspresentsd in Senate and 
AM^nUy, do enact as follows : 

» Section 1. Nothing contained in the bill or act entitled " An act to 
reoj'ganize the local govemraent of the city of New York," passed at 
this session of the legislature, shall affect any right heretofore accrued 
or UabUity heretofore incurred, or prevent the indictment, or prosecu- 
tion under indictments found or to be found, of any person or persons, 
for any offense or ofTensea heretofore committed, and aO such rights, 
liabilities and ofiensea shall remain subject to redress, enforcement and 
punishment in like manner as if the acts so repealed as aforesaid had 
remained in full force. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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GENERAL INDEX. 



Absent raembers, authority to oompol attonaanoe u 

Abetract of meetingB of Board of Aldermen, and all depart- 

mants, to be published in the City Record 9, 83 

ACCOONTS 0P~ 

city and county, mode of keeping 14, 35 

city treasury, annual close and examinution of 29 

Acting M^or, powers of 15 

ADVERTiaiNO — 

for departments to be in the City Record 66, 67 

in English and Geiman papers 83, 84, 137 

Aldermen — see BoAHD OF. 

Aldermen at Large. 3, 10(i 

Annual salaries of officers 98 

Appointments and removals to be published 83 

Appropriations, uneKpended, may be tcansferced ft3, 114, 139 

Areas 13 

Armories and drill -rooms iSI 

Arrests by police force 40, 41 

Ashes and garbage 13 
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ASHBSSMBKTS— 

when valid and binding 33 

Bureau for Collection of , . 36, 3T 

for all street improveraeats, to be collected only once ... 114 

Aesistant Aldermen — eee Boabd of. 

Attorneys, by whom appointed 33 

Auction— Bee PdblIC AUCTION. 

Auditing Bureau, Department of Finance. 3(i 

AwningB and awning- posts 13: 

B 

weekly statement of city deposits to be made by 3H 

how chosen 30 



e OOWTBACT, 

Board of Assistant Aldermen, abolished after January 1, 1873, . 3, 106 

Board of Aldermen — 

legislatiTe powers vested in 1, 3, 4, iO 

term of office of, and when elected 2, 8, 105 

Aldermen, for eighth senate district, and twenty-third 

and twenty-fourth wards 3 

Aldermen at Large S, 106 

vacancy in 3, 106 

boards to meet in separate elmmbers 4 

officers of, how elected 4, 8 

Alderman not to act as magistrate in any judicial 

proeeedir^ 5 

expulsion of members of 5, 10£t 
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BOABD OP ALDBItMTCN— 

occasional aod stated meetings. . . 
legislation of, to be by resolution and o 

proceedings of, in case of veto by Mayor 6 

legislative acta may originate in eitiier board 7 

abstract of meetings to be published in City Record 9, 10 

President of, may act as Mayor 15 

to investigate and report upon the annual estimate 8B 

meetings of Board 110 

salaries of luembera 11G 

BOAHD OF— 

Coromissionera of Sinking Fund 73 

Education 34,88, 111 

Estimate and Apportionment, how organized 88 

to mate an annual estimate, and submit the same to 

Common Counoil 88, 89 

may authorize the issue of stock 91 

may transfer unexpended appropriations 91, 93, 129 

may revise and alt«r the annual estimate for 1873 137 

may revise and alter the annual estimate for 1874. . . .127, 130 
Street Opening and Improvement, oi^aniaatJon and 

duties of 74 

Supervisors, duties of (see SnrBRVisoiiS] 90, 138 

Boards— 

powers and duties of, as defined in Article XVI 64 

to keep a record and publish weekly statement of trans- 
actions 82 

Bribery in all forms punished as felony 70 

Buildings— see Depaetmbkt. 



Hosted byGOOgle 



136 

Bureaus— 

may be consolidated 32 

list of their powers and duties , . 26 

in Law Department 33 

in Department of Public Works 50 

in Department of Charities and Correction 54 

in Fire Department 55 

in Health Department 58 

chiefs of, in any department, to give information when- 
ever required by taxpayer V8, 80 



Cabmen, cartmen, and car-drivers 13 

Oan-vass of votes 87 

CertiSoate of appointment 68 

Chairman of Finance Committee to be member of Staking Fund 

Commission 73 

CnAMBERLAIK, OlTY— 

appointment and duties of 37, SO, 116 

may select the hanks or trust companies in which to 

deposit the city funds 30, 117 

salary aJlowed to, in lieu of fees and commissions 31, 73 

commissions received by, credited to the Sinking Fund. . 31, 33 

may appoint his deputy and other ofEcer 81 

to be a member of Board of CotamissionerB of Sinking 

Fund 72, 73 

to make weekly statement to Mayor and Comptroller. ... 81, 117 



Ho.i.db,Google 



Cliartets, Dor^nQ and Montgomerie 103 

City Marshals G8, 90 

City officer not to hold State or Federal offices 94 

City RECOKn — 

to be published undec contract 82, 83, 84 

appointment of superviaor and officers of 83, 83, 80 

to publish only official reports, advertisements of depart- 
ments, etc S-'i 

abstraota of mimitas of Board of Aldermen to be 

published in 

to be verifled by Comptroller, bound and recorded 

quarterly 10 

contents of, to be accepted aa official in judicial 

proceedings 10 

approved ordinances and resolutions to be published in. , 14 

ten per cent, on contract for publishing reserved 8S 

CiTV Record to publish— 

quarterly statement o£ Mayor 17 

quarterly reports from the various departments 30 

advertJseraents of lost property 44, 45 

bids and proposals for departments 66 

notices for street openings and improvements. 75 

quarterly reporte of Commissioners of Accounts. 78 

annual statement of Comptroller 79 

brief abstracts of the weekly business of all departments , 83 
an annual list of all officers and subordinates of 

departments. 86 

revised annual eetimatea of Board of Apportionment . . 89, 90 

Civil and consulting- engineers 94, !14 
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OLE RE OP BOAKD OP ALDERMEN^ 

to be Clerk of Common Council 4, 8, 110 

to be Clerk of Board of Sup«ryigora 8, 110 

to prepare abstract of meetings of Board for publication. 9 

CLERKS— 

and other oifioers, to be ofBcets of tbe Board of 

Siipervieoi's 8, 110 

salaries of 9 

in departments, how appointed and removed. 31 , S3 

in office of Chambariain . 31, 117 

prohibited from being interested in contracts 73 

maybe summarily examined on affidalit 80 

Commissioners op Accounts — 

appointment of 77, 78 

shall annually esamine the acccoints of the oitj treasury. 30 

to make quarterly and other reports 78 

salaries of. 97, 115 

Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment in street matters. . . 76 

Commissioners of the Sinking Fund 73 

Commissioners of variona departments— see Department. 

Common Cookch — 

ennmeration of powers of 10-14 

prohibited from imposing- tases, creating debts, etc 14 

see Board of Ai.dekmen. 

Compensation — see Salary. 
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Comptroller— 

Pioa. 
to vecify and record, quarterly, bound oopiea of tlie City 

Record 10 

relative to term of otfice of 17 

powers and duties of, as head of tte Finance Depnrt- 

ment 3S, 35 

to be member of Board of CommiasiocerB of Sinking 

Fund 73 

to be member of Board for Street Opening and Im- 

proyement 74 

when authorized to borrow moneys on bonds, etc 77 

at end of each fiscal year to publish a financial state- 

mant 79 

to furniah to each department a weekly statement of ita 

accounts Ill 

Consolidation of city and county 107, 108 

Consulting engineers, when may hold more than one oiacti 94 

Contested elections, costs of, how defrayed 95 

Contractor to give security , 66 



COHTRiVCTS — 

not binding without an appropriation 

for lighting streets and avenues 

to be made and published by the respective depart- 
ments 

to be executed and filed in duplicate 

not to be awarded to persons in arieais to the city 

corporation ofBcers not to be interested in 

when declared void 
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CoNTRAtfra^ 

foe piib!iahing tie City Beoord 83-84 

for printing and stationery 84, 85, 87, 114, 135 

separate contract may be mride for maps, engratjnga, 

eto 85 

for removal of contents of sinks and privies 123 

CoRPOElTIO^ Oirv — 



legislative powera of, low vested 1 

e'^erutive powers of, how vested 14 

county of New York, consolidated witli 107 

Corporation Attorney 33 

Counsel to CoitroitATiON — 

appointment of, by Mayor 17 

tead of tlie Law Department 33, 38 

salary allowed to, in lieu of fees 33, 96 

Corps of Sapperaand Miners in Fire Department 131, 133 

Counsel in caae of contested election 93 

County of New York, acts to consolidate with the City of New 

York 107, 108, 130 

Connty buildings, act for completion of 134 

Croton water, supply and revenues of 49, 50 
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Denominatioiial or rdigioiia schools 54, 111 

Department op — 



quarterly report of bueinefis of, to be made to 

Mayor 31 

appointment and duties of ofScerEof . , , !7, 63, 113 

act defining duties of Commissionors of 124 

Docks. 30, fit 

Finance— see CoMPTHOLr.EK. 
Fire — see Fire Department. 
Health— see Health Department. 
Law — see Law Department. 
Police^ — see PotiCB Department. 

Public Charities and OorrectioE 5S 

Public Parks GO, 110 

Public Works 48.49 

officers, tbeir powers and duties 48-51 

bureaus of 49-&1 

act defining duties of OommiBBionera of, in repavement 

Departmental estimates 89 

Departments, Heads of — 

their appointment and removal 17, 18, 19 

to appoint chiefs of bureaus, clerks and emplojees 31 

m&y consolidate two or more bureaus 33 

not to be interested in any contract or work 72 

to furnish certified copies of all papers ( 
requested 
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Depabtments, Heads op — 

Bunimaiy eKaiuiuatioc of, on. affidavit 

to publist weekly abstracts in tlie City Record. . 

Halaries of 

Deputy Clerks of Board of Aldermen 

Deputy Comptroller 

Docks, Department of 

Drill officers in Fire Department 

Duties of Officers— see Powers and Dtjtibs. 



Education, provisional 

of Aldermen and Aldermen at Large 

increase of vacajiuy^ .,..........,-.- 

of Mayor 

of temporarj t hairmin of Board 

of t, ty oifii^ers proTisions of law in relation to. . . 
election tauvass to be published in City Record. . 



booth'; under control of police force 

EncroactmentB and street ob'Jtractions 

Eetimatca provisional 88, 80, 

Estimates forlS75aiiil]S74 revision of 136,137,5 

Executive power of tte f oporation 

Extension line of piers and bulkheads 

Expenditures by Booi'd of Aldermen 1 

publishing City Record 



Expiration 



u from legislative boards. . 
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m offices of city goTemmect, a 

in bureau of Law Department 

received by all city officers to be paid weekly i 
treasury 

of City Chamberlain 

Finance Departmenb— see Comptboller, 

Finances, city. Mayor to make annual statement of 

Financial statement to he published before each i 



Commissioners and Bureaus. 20, 55, 57 

goTcmment and discipline of 56 

Commissioners of, to publish quarterly report in I'ity 

Record 21 

rules, discipline, orders acd finee 511 

relief fund 56 

membership, qualifications for 57, 113 

general powers of Commissioners 57 

repeal of former acts relating to 100 

oi^anization of corps of sappers and miners, and duties. .ISl, 1S3 

appointment of drill oflleec 131 

shall establish depot for explosives 122 

Fire Marshtds 55 

Flags or placards in streets 13 

Funds held by County Treasurer lOS 
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Seneial proviaions, powers, and limitations, . 
General powers of the departmenta 



Heads of Department — see DepabtmbSTS, Heads of. 

Health Departmbbt— 

organization of 20, 57 

bureaus of 58 

may appoint an attorney, with salary 58 

Bhall publish a " sanitary code," and punish violations of 58, 5fi 

powers conferred by former acta mei^ed in the 60, 118 

shall maie new contract for reiKioval of contents of sinis 

and privies 1 S2 

House of Detention for WitneEaea 41 



Indictment, aot continuing in force laws relating ti 

InquisitioniS of coroners, to be recorded 

Inspection and sealing of weights and measures. . . 

Inspector of Street Cleaning 

Insurajice Fund, Police. 

Int-oxication, fighting, etc., power of Common 
regulate 
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Junk dealera, pedlers, etc., Common Council ahall lieenae 13 

Jury and m.ilitary duty, eseraption from 41 

Justices of tte Supreme Court, trials for malfeasance in office 

to be brought before 80, 81 

■,B of the district courte, salaries of, fixed 98, 516 



Law Department— 

organiiation of 

Counsel to Corporation, appointment and term of office 



bureaus in 33 

sslary allowed to oounsel in lieu of fees 33, 96 

Legislative acta of Common Connoil to be approved by Mayor. . fi 

Legislative powats of Corporation. 1 

Lieeneea, autlioritry io grant, veated in oifioe of Mayor 13 

Xieua on premises for water rents 53, 53 



Manual, City, not to be printed at public expense 

Market property, conditions of sale or lease of 

Markete escepted from sale 

Mayok— 

may approve a^d sig'Q certain portions of an. ordinance 
not to approve any ordinance until after expiration 

three days 

10 
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Matok— 

first election of 15 

when President of Board may act aa 15, 16 

general duties of. IS 

may appoint his clerks a^d sabordiuates IT 

shall nominate heads of departments IT 

how removed 19 

may remove heads of departments, for cause'. 19 

may fill vacancy for balance of term in Boaid of 

Aldermen 20, 119 

to be a member of Board of Street Opening and 

Improvement 74 

amendment to a«t prescribing' election, etc, of 110 

amendment to act prescribing time allowed in approval 

and return of official papers 110 

Meetings of Board of Aldermen 110 

Meetings of Board of Supervisors 90 

Messages aiid reports, number of copies to be printed, limited. . 86 

Meter, water, bills for use of, a lien on premises 52, 53 

Metropolitan police and fire districts, repeal of provisions of an 

act providing for 1 00 

Monthly statement, Chamberlain to make 39 

N 

Notice to be given to Comptroller on recovery of judgment TT 

Notices for street improvements to be published 15 
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Oafch of office to be taken by oil persone in employ of city 

government fiS 

Oath to be taken in settlememt of account 33, 88 

Offioera itnfler city govermnent, Bamiaary examination of 80 

Offioera and beads of departmente, Balaries of 06-98 

Official boura of buEdueBs fco be pnblifiiicd 87 

Opening of streets 11 



Ordinance o 

to be submitFted to Mayer for approval 6, 0, 1 1 

proceedings Id case of veto of 6 

may originate in eitber board 7 

to be published in caty Record lief ore final approval. S 

power vested in Board of Aldermen to modify or repeal. . 10 
adopted under acta passed in 1870, t 



Pay-bollh— 

warrants for amount of, may be payable to a single 

officer 24,111 

of Board of Education 34, 111 

Police DBrAKTMENT— 

to make quarterly report to Mayor. SO, 3 1 

i and removals vested in four oommia- 



appointmenta and removals to be published in City 

Record 36,37 
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Police Department— 



Commisaionecs of Police, term of office of 18, 34, 98, 99, 118 

powers and duties of 34, 48 

term of office of, in 1873 98 



e of DeteutioQ for Witnesses 

n board may demand. . 



President of Board. . 



salary and pay of officers and members of . . 

special patrolmen, and powers of 

station houses 

trial of witnesses 

police insarance fund 



Acting Major 15 

Board of Aldermen or Common Council 4, 10, 11-14, 10ft 

108, 120 

Board of Aldermen, denied judicial powers 5 

Board of Commissioners of Sinking Fund 7S 

Board of Police 45, 46, 118 

Board of Street Opening 74 

Board of Estimate and Apportionment 88, 93, 136, 137, ISl 

City raiamberlain 37-33, 116 

Clerks of Board of Aldermen 89, 110 

Commissioner of Public Works 51-53, 95 

CommiBSioners of Public Packs 1 1» 

Common Council 10, 14, 65 

Comptroller and Fiuraioe Department ,33-35, 111 
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Powers and Duties of — 

Pabb. 

Counsel to Corporation, and officers 33, S3 

Department of Public Parka 60 

DBjiuty Connmiesioner of Public Works 48 

Deputy Comptroller 35, 36 

Fire Commisaionera 55, 57, 131 

Fire Mnr nTial 5S 

Heads of departmenta 31, S3, 88 

Health Department 113, 122 

Inspector of CombustibleE 55 

Justice, in summary examination of officers 81 

Mayor 15-20 

Metropolitan Board of Health, as merged in Health 

Department 59, 60, 110, 113 

Police Coram^sioners 45, 46, 118 

Police force 40 

Sanitary Superintendent 58 

Special patrolmen ST 

Superintendent of Bnildinga 63, 113, 113, 134 

Supervisor of City Record 86 

Superviaora, county 80, 107, 126, 188, 131 

Various boards and officers of city government 64 

Presidentop — 

Board of Aldermen, and salary 4, 115 

each department, entitled to seat m Board of Aldermen. 4 
Depaj'tment of Public Parks and Public Works, Mayor 

not authorized to appoint 17 

Board of Police, to be members of Health Department. . 57 

Department of Taxes and Asaessmenta 63 
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Preside ST of— 

Board of Aldermen, to be member oE Board of 



Printing, City Record — see City Record. 

FurNTide AHD Statiohert — 

sfaall be furaiahed imder contract 84 

proposals and speciflcations for, to be flled 84, 85 

blanks and blank-books E4 

separate contracts for wood -cuts, mapa, etc 85 

judgments against city for, not valid unless done under 



mesaagea, reports, eto. , limitation of copies 86 

may be ordered and furnished without contract 87, 114, 135 

see also City Rjccobd. 

Proceedings in case of veto 6 

Property to be sold at auction 67 

Propoaals for contiaitB to be advertised 60 

Proyisjonal estimates what to contain in detail 88, 89 

Poblic Administrator bureau of 33 

Pablio amusements 13 

Public Aoction — 

when Property Clerk of Police Department may sell %t. . 45 

all property of the Departments to be sold at 67, 69 

proceeds of sales to be deposited witli Chamberlain 67 

Commissioners of Sinking Fund may sell oc lease market 

property at 73, 113 

Public fountains 14 

Public Works — see Dbfartmbnt of. 
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Quart ERLY RBroKTB — 

from depactmeats, to be published 

from Counsel to Corporation 

QuOBOM— 

majority of any board to constitute a 

o£ Boaid of Aldermen 

of Board of Coraraissioners of Estimate and Aseesament.. 

R 

Religions or denominational school 

Eemovalb— 

heads of departraenta 

Deputy Comptroller 

to be puMished in City Record 

Repaying of Stekbts— 

only one assesament for 

assesBmeiits on adjoining property for 

act providing for a more uniform aystem for 

to be done by Department of Public Works. 

oostiB of, to bo inserted in annual taa levy 

Resolution—- see Okdinancb. 

Kobmond, County of 

§ 
Salary, in lieu of fees, commissions, etc., for all city ofBoers. . . 
Salary ow — 

Attorney 

Chamberlain 31, 

chief officers under city goTomment, list of. 
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